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Christian  "Reader's  Digest" 

I  received  your  letter  and  the  November  and  December  issues  of  your  wonderful 
magazine. . .  I  have  told  my  friends  about  this  magazine  and  they  have  informed 
me  that  they  will  order  it  immediately  for  themselves  and  their  loved  ones  in 
service.  Really,  I  look  upon  this  magazine  as  a  kind  of  Christian's  "Reader's 
Digest."  It  sure  has  been  a  blessing  to  me.  I  am  really  thankful  that  I  won't  have 
to  miss  one  issue.  May  the  Lord  continue  to  bless  you  and  inspire  you  to  new  heights. 

-Dan  Wallace,  P.  O.  Box  3002,  San  Mateo,  Calif.  94403 

Another  Letter  about  "From  Boot  Camp  to  Vietnam" 

On  October  9  I  sent  our  son,  Sp/4  William  A.  Wagner,  the  story  from  your 
October  issue  of  THE  LINK  by  Lois  M.  Reed  entitled  "From  Boot  Camp  to  Viet- 
nam." Bill  has  been  in  Vietnam  now  for  six  months,  and  the  article  seemed  to  be 
his  story  too— in  so  many  like  ways!  . . . 

He  returned  the  article  to  us  in  a  letter  two  weeks  later,  saying:  "Thanks  for 
sending  it  for  me  to  read,  but  would  you  believe  I  already  read  it  when  I  picked 
up  a  copy  of  THE  LINK  after  church  two  Sundays  ago?"  This  wonderful  coinci- 
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EASTER 

Qomes 

to  the 

Qarden 

of  the 

Qods 

By  Aubrey  B.  Haines 


The  choir  processional  on  Easter 
Sunday  morning  at  sunrise  services 
at  the  Garden  of  the  Gods  heralds  the 
beginning  of  worship. 


THIS  YEAR  thousands  of 
worshipers  will  gather  for  the 
forty-eighth  annual  Easter  sunrise 
service  at  the  ancient  Indian  wor- 
shiping grounds  at  the  Garden  of 
the  Gods  in  Colorado  Springs. 

Worshippers  from  Central  Colo- 
rado begin  a  steady  flow  into  the 
natural  red-rock  amphitheater  as 
early  as  midnight.  This  is  five  and 
one-half  hours  before  the  first  rays 
of  sunlight  strike  the  top  of  the  huge 
sand  and  limestone  pillars,  which 
form  the  natural  stage  for  America's 
unique  outdoor  Easter  sunrise 
service. 


Persons  young  and  old  come  by 
automobile,  bus,  bicycle,  and  even 
by  horseback.  Nearby  Fort  Carson 
provides  bus  service  for  military 
personnel  who  wish  to  attend  the 
service.  Hundreds  of  Army,  Air 
Force,  and  Navy  personnel  who  live 
off  the  post  make  the  pilgrimage  in 
their  own  cars.  By  the  time  the 
services  begin,  automobiles  line  the 
roads  for  miles. 

Since  the  idea  was  conceived  in 
1920,  this  inspiring  service  has 
steadily  increased  in  popularity. 
This  year,  with  the  increase  of 
population  in  the  Pike's  Peak  area, 


Actors  reproduce  in  pantomime  form  that  first  resurrection  morning 
when  Christ's  disciples  found  an  empty  tomb. 


attendance  is  expected  to  surpass 
all  previous  records.  Again,  as  in 
past  years,  a  radio  network  broad- 
cast will  present  the  service,  starting 
at  6:00  a.m.  Mountain  Standard 
Time. 

Of  all  the  public  parks  owned  by 
Colorado  Springs,  the  Garden  of 
the  Gods  is  the  most  famous.  Helen 
Hunt  Jackson,  Colorado  Springs' 
own  poetess  and  novelist,  described 
the  place  as  a  wonderland  of  "red 
rocks  of  every  conceivable  and  in- 
conceivable size  and  shape.  There 
are  queer  grotesque  little  mon- 
strosities that  look  like  seals,  fishes, 
cats,  and  masks  and  colossal  mon- 
strosities that  resemble  elephants, 
gargoyles,  and  giants.  All  are 
motionless  and  silent,  with  a  strange 
look  of  having  been  stopped  and 
held  back  in  the  very  climax  of  some 
supernatural  catastrophe." 


The  Garden  of  the  Gods  has  a 
story  filled  with  romance,  drama, 
Indian  lore,  and  deep  religious 
feelings.  Even  before  Columbus 
was  born,  the  Garden  was  a  tribal 
meetingplace  of  Indians.  Across 
the  plains  and  down  from  the 
mountains  they  trekked  to  hold 
religious  ceremonies  beneath  the 
spires  and  minarets  of  this 
Cathedral  of  Nature. 

The  Utes  especially  considered 
the  ground  as  sacred,  believing  that 
their  god  Manitou  dwelt  in  Pike's 
Peak,  which  is  visible  from  the 
Garden.  The  grotesque,  massive, 
fantastically  shaped  invaders  were 
turned  to  stone  by  Manitou  as 
punishment  for  desecrating  the 
hallowed  soil. 

Years  later  scampering  hordes 
combed  Colorado  after  the  Cherry 
Creek  gold  discovery  in  the  1850's. 


Among  them  were  two  men  who 
chanced  upon  the  isolated  area  now 
known  as  the  Garden.  Scanning 
the  majestic  scene  before  them, 
M.  S.  Beach,  one  of  the  founders 
of  Colorado  City,  said,  "This  would 
be  a  fine  place  for  a  beer  garden." 

"Beer  garden!"  replied  R.  E. 
Cable,  a  Kansas  City  lawyer.  "This 
is  a  fit  place  for  the  gods  to  assemble 
—  a  garden  of  the  gods." 

Thus  what  the  Indians  had  called 
Old  Red  Land  became  known  as  the 
Garden  of  the  Gods.  To  millions  of 
tourists  now  familiar  with  the  place, 
the  title  seems  appropriate  indeed. 
The  atmosphere  is  charged  with  a 
mystic  quality  akin  to  the  super- 
natural. 

Back   in    1859   members   of   the 


Lawrence  gold  hunting  party  camped 
in  the  Garden.  During  a  rainy 
season  they  moved  into  a  hollow  in 
one  of  the  rocks.  The  smoke  stains 
of  their  fires  could  be  seen  for  many 
years  afterwards. 

THE  ORIGINAL  claimant  of 
the  area  was  Bill  Garvin,  who 
operated  the  first  store  in  Colorado 
City.  Irving  Howbert  once  gave 
serious  thought  to  acquiring  pre- 
emptory  rights  to  the  area  when  he 
herded  his  father's  cattle  there  in 
summer. 

Following  a  brief  spell  of  home- 
steading,  the  Garden  was  acquired 
by  Charles  Perkins  in  1879.  A 
famous  railroad  pioneer  whose  hold- 
ings included  the  Burlington   and 


The  robed  choir  of  young  people  sits  in  the  form  of  a  cross  for  services  at 
Easter  sunrise  at  Colorado  Springs'  Garden  of  the  Gods. 


*        f 


TX- 


H  f  f 


& 


Persons  who  attend  the  Easter  sunrise  services  at  the  Garden  of  the 
Gods  stand  all  during  the  services.  Worshipers  sometimes  total  as  many  as 
20,000. 


the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Rail- 
roads, Perkins  originally  intended 
to  build  a  lavish  estate  at  the 
Garden.  However,  his  plan  never 
came  to  fruition.  Subsequently  his 
heirs  deeded  the  area  to  the  City  of 
Colorado  Springs  in   1907. 

Honoring  their  father's  wishes, 
the  children  requested  that  the  com- 
memorative plaque  unveiled  at  the 
formal  dedication  read:  "The 
Garden  of  the  Gods  given  to  the 
City  of  Colorado  Springs  in  1909  by 
the  children  of  Charles  Elliott 
Perkins  in  fulfillment  of  his  wish 
that  it  be  kept  forever  free  to  the 
public." 

Colorado  Springs  acquired  the 
Balanced  Rock  property  from  the 


Curt  Goerke  estate.  At  one  time 
Goerke  fenced  in  the  famous  rock 
and  charged  a  fee  to  everyone  who 
wished  to  see  and  to  photograph  it. 
Fortunately,  Colorado  Springs  ob- 
tained the  property  and  made  it  a 
part  of  the  scenic  area  where  no 
charge  is  made  to  anyone.  Today 
the  total  scope  of  the  Garden  of 
the  Gods  park  is  770  acres.  Im- 
proved winding  highways  afford 
unobstructed  views  of  every  point 
of  attraction.  The  gateway  to  the 
Garden  that  frames  the  famous 
mountain  peak  has  long  been  the 
trade-mark  picture  of  the  Pike's 
Peak  region.  The  Garden,  having 
attracted  millions  of  visitors  annual- 
ly from  many  lands,  is  now  known 
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as  one  of  North  America's  major 
natural  tourist  attractions. 

The  first  Easter  sunrise  service 
at  the  Garden  occurred  almost  by 
accident.  During  one  of  his  habitual 
meditating  tours  in  the  Garden  the 
Reverend  W.  A.  Luce,  a  young 
Colorado  Springs  Disciples  of  Christ 
minister,  chanced  to  read  in  John 
19:  41-42,  "Now  in  the  place  where 
he  was  crucified  there  was  a  garden; 

there  laid   they   Jesus."    Luce 

reasoned  that  here  was  a  perfect 
location  for  Easter  services. 

Beginning  with  a  few  hundred 
worshipers  in  1921,  the  Easter  sun- 
rise service  now  attracts  upwards 
of  20,000  persons  annually  as  well 
as  millions  of  listeners  who  tune  in 
on  the  CBS  radio  network.  Co- 
sponsored  by  the  Colorado  Springs 
Ministerial  Association  and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Garden 
of  the  Gods  service  is  acclaimed 
as  one  of  the  outstanding  events  of 
its  kind  in  the  nation. 

The  ceremony,  held  in  a  natural 
amphitheater  at  the  base  of  Gray 
Rock,  opens  at  5:45  a.m.  with  a 
trumpet  call  to  worship,  followed 
by  color  guard  ceremonies.  An 
organist  plays  appropriate  Easter 
music,  and  players  re-enact  the 
resurrection  pantomime  of  the  first 
Easter  morning. 

At  6:00  the  broadcast  portion  of 
the  service  begins  with  the  choir's 
singing  a  call  to  worship,  followed 
by  a  choral  introit.  After  the  in- 
vocation the  congregation  and  the 
choir  join  in  singing  Christ  the  Lord 
Is  Risen  Today.  The  Scripture  read- 
ing and  a  choir  anthem  precede  the 
sermon  by  a  local  minister.  Then 


the  choir  sings  a  hymn,  followed  by 
the  benediction  and  a  choral  re- 
sponse. The  organ  postlude  con- 
cludes the  service. 

With  the  worship  period  ended, 
the  congregation  departs.  Corporate 
worship  with  20,000  other  persons 
makes  tremendous  impact  upon 
their  lives.  They  depart  with  hope 
in  their  hearts,  for  they  have  received 
incentive  for  victorious  Christian 
living  at  the  famous  Garden  of  the 
Gods.  ■■ 


TO  A  NEW  HUSBAND 

These  words  might  help  your  marriage 
To  retain  its  shining  gloss: 
When  bringing  home  the  bacon 
Don't  forget  the  applesauce! 

—Mary  Hamlett  Goodman 


"They  met  on  a  picket  line." 


How  Sacred  Are  Our  Vows? 


By  C.  Ray  Dobbins 


MAN  IS  called  to  make  vows 
and  to  be  faithful  to  them 
because  this  is  consistent  with  his 
creator.  God  is  a  vow-making  God. 
This  is  demonstrated  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews. 

This  is  the  covenant  that  I  will  make 
with  the  house  of  Israel  after  those 
days,  says  the  Lord:  I  will  put  my 
laws  into  their  minds,  and  write 
them  on  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be 
their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my 
people  (8:10). 

Because  God  makes  vows  and 
covenants  with  his  people,  he  asks 
them  to  reciprocate  and  make  vows 
to  him  and  to  one  another.  Vows 
therefore  become  the  great  guide- 
lines for  human  activity  under  the 
providence  of  God. 

To  break  a  vow  is  like  breaking 
the  dam  of  a  huge  water  reservoir. 
The  great  store  of  confidence  that 
had  been  built  up  is  suddenly  swept 


away.  The  one  breaking  the  vow 
loses  faith  in  himself.  The  one  with 
whom  he  has  broken  the  vow  sud- 
denly has  faith  shattered.  And  the 
entire  community  of  people  and  the 
acquaintances  find  themselves  bereft 
of  what  was  a  supply  of  human 
confidences. 

The  story  of  Sampson  in  the  Old 
Testament  is  one  that  reflects  the 
dire  results  when  a  vow  has  been 
broken.  Sampson  had  taken  the 
vows  of  the  Nazarite.  One  of  the 
requirements  of  these  vows  was  that 
he  would  never  permit  his  hair  to 
be  cut.  It  was  thought  that  great 
strength  would  come  to  a  person 
in  this  way.  Sampson  is  portrayed 
as  having  superhuman  powers  until 
he  unwittingly  fell  in  the  trap  that 
cost  him  his  hair.  When  his  lifetime 
vow  was  broken,  his  strength  left 
him  and  he  became  the  pathetic 
victim  of  those  forces  he  had  given 


C.  Ray   Dobbins   is   the   Editor    of    The    Cumberland    Presbyterian, 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
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his  life  to  oppose. 

A  vow-making  God  is  one  that 
calls  us  as  his  children  to  be  vow- 
makers.  We  are  called  to  be  vow- 
makers  to  him  as  the  creator  and 
to  one  another  with  whom  we  live 
in  the  community.  There  is  power 
in  vow-making  because  it  is  God's 
doing.  It  is  consonant  with  his  very 
character. 

But  also  with  this  character  is 
God's  forgiveness.  Even  those  who 
break  a  vow  and  thereby  demon- 
strate their  own  faithlessness,  are 
given  a  new  opportunity  through 
forgiveness. 

A  game  played  without  boundaries, 
without  a  referee,  and  without  a 
commitment  of  the  players  to  the 
rules,  can  only  result  in  chaos.  There 
must  be  a  commitment,  there  must 
be  vow-making  on  the  part  of  those 
who  play  if  the  game  is  to  have  any 
meaning. 

Whom  the  Lord  loves  he  disci- 
plines through  a  containing  call  to 
vow-making    and    vow-fulfillment. 

Christ  calls  man  to  discipleship 
which  is  a  life  of  self -discipline.  This 
life  is  not  imposed  on  anyone. 
Although  our  environment  and  heri- 
tage are  great  influences  on  our 
choices,  still  we  are  endowed  with 
the  priceless  ability  to  will  and  to 
choose.  We  therefore  have  before  us 
the  better  way  of  the  Christian  life 
on  the  condition  that  we  do  accept 
the  vows  attendant  with  it. 

This  discipline  of  vow-making  is 
seen  in  many  aspects  of  our  religious 
life.  We  make  solemn  promises  to 
God.  In  the  presence  of  other  Chris- 
tians we  accept  vows.  Those  who 
join  the  church  make  certain  vows 


of  faithfulness  and  stewardship. 
Those  who  become  church  officers 
are  asked  to  make  additional  pledges 
of  devotion  and  faithfulness.  They 
are  under  added  disciplines  of  vow- 
making.  Ministers  likewise  are  re- 
quired to  make  vows  of  commit- 
ment to  their  calling.  These  vows 
are  ongoing  reminders  of  a  course 
that  we  have  chosen  and  therefore 
serve  as  a  discipline  to  our  lives. 

This  discipline  of  vow -making  is 
carried  over  into  our  public  life  and 
into  our  many  relationships.  We 
couldn't  have  a  telephone,  or  the 
services  of  electricity,  or  a  charge 
account  without  making  and  sign- 
ing a  vow  of  faithfulness  and  honesty 
and  truthfulness. 

Frequently  people  refuse  to  make 
vows  in  their  religious  and  moral 
life  because  they  say  that  they  want 
to  be  honest  and  are  not  sure  they 
will  fulfill  them.  They  seem  to 
suggest  that  honesty  is  a  higher 
virtue  than  the  risk  of  committing 
one's  self  through  vows  to  a  certain 
way  of  life,  and  accepting  the  disci- 
plines thereby  imposed.  They  there- 
by deny  their  lives  of  this  essential 
direction  for  fullfillment. 

Vows  cultivate  a  kind  of  discipline 
which  instills  integrity  in  the  person. 

Certain  kinds  of  vow-making  and 
commitments  are  inescapable  to 
every  man.  He  makes  one  kind  of 
vow  or  another.  He  lives  his  life 
by  some  kind  of  guideline  and 
discipline. 

The  Christian  way  calls  man  to 
choose  a  good  master  and  accept 
his  guidelines  and  disciplines.  This 
is  consistent  with  his  personhood 
and  his  being  as  a  creation  of  God. 
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Christian  discipleship  calls  a  person 
to  make  vows  and  accept  responsi- 
bility but  this  is  not  a  legalistic 
relationship. 

This  is  the  family  relationship  of 
vow-making.  It  is  the  relationship 
between  a  son  and  his  father.  As 
offsprings  of  God  we  are  called  to 
a  filial  relationship. 

So  much  of  the  time  today  we  are 
treated  as  digits.  We  are  not  much 
more  than  punches  on  an  IBM  card. 
So  the  demon  today  is  not  so  much 
a  monster  breathing  out  fire,  as 
Halford  Luccock  suggests,  but 
rather  "a  mechanized  man  who 
looks  as  though  he  were  made  out 
of  stovepipes." 

Our  vow-making  therefore  be- 
comes a  means  of  helping  us  to 
become  real  persons  and  of  leading 
us  to  a  meaningful  experience  as  this 
is  done  in  an  atmosphere  of  trust, 
confidence,  and  concern. 

We  are  challenged  to  become 
decision-making,  responsible  people 
and  the  very  suggestion  that  this 
is  possible  gives  us  confidence  and 
hope. 

The  discipline  of  the  Christian 
faith  takes  us  as  a  nobody  and 
makes  us  into  a  somebody. 

The  Reward  of  Vows 

Vows  which  are  voluntarily  ac- 
cepted and  faithfully  fulfilled 
inevitably  bring  just  rewards.  At 
the  same  time  vows  that  are  accepted 
but  carelessly  broken  also  bring 
their  just  results. 

In  the  natural  world  the  rain  falls 
on  the  just  and  the  unjust,  the  faith- 
ful and  the  unfaithful.  The  sun 
shines  on  those  who  accept   their 
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vows  and  faithfully  fulfill  them  and 
those  who  break  their  accepted 
vows. 

But  this  is  not  the  case  in  the 
realm  of  our  spiritual  and  moral 
life. 

H.  G.  Wells  once  said  that  he 
wished  we  could  believe  in  God 
without  having  anything  at  all  come 
of  it  — "peace  or  power  or  pearly 
gates."  He  explained  that  he  would 
hope  that  men  could  be  righteous 
and  not  be  paid  for  being  so;  or  they 
could  be  wicked  and  not  be  punished 
for  their  misdeeds. 

However,  he  concluded  that  this 
was  not  possible.  A  life  of  faith  and 
faithfulness  has  its  rewards.  Chris- 
tianity is  a  religion  which  calls  us 
to  accept  vows  and  to  be  faithful 
to  them.  And  when  we  are  thus 
faithful  the  dividends  will  come. 
There  is  an  inexorable  law  written 
into  the  universe  that  the  harvest 
is  always  closely  related  to  what 
kind  of  seeds  are  sown. 

Soren  Kierkegaard  also  substan- 
tiates this  view.  "In  the  world  of 
the  spirit"  he  once  said,  "an 
eternal  divine  order  prevails."  He 
noted  that  in  this  order  "it  does 
not  rain  both  upon  the  just  and  the 
unjust;  here  the  sun  does  not  shine 
both  upon  the  good  and  upon  the 
evil;  here  it  holds  good  that  only 
he  who  works  gets  the  bread." 

A  life  which  accepts  the  discipline 
of  vows  experiences  generous  re- 
wards. Such  a  life  produces  a 
harvest  of  goodness,  not  always, 
but  it  does  so  at  a  dependable 
constancy. 

He  who  accepts  seriously  the  vows 
of  his  marriage  and  lives  with  a  con- 


tinuing  effort  to  be  faithful  to  these 
vows  knows  the  lifelong  joys  of 
marriage  happiness  and  family  life. 
As  often  as  a  man  makes  serious 
vows  and  seeks  to  be  faithful  to 
them,  he  can  live  in  the  expectation 
of  rewards.  If  he  is  faithful  in  his 
responsibility  he  is  usually  rewarded 
with  added  responsibility.  If  he 
seeks  to  develop  profound  convic- 
tions he  will  be  led  into  the  fields 
of  greater  conviction  and  this  will 
give  him  a  kind  of  undergirding 
that  will  help  him  to  overcome 
disappointment.  ■  ■ 


"To  show  our  appreciation  for  your  years 
of  loyal,  hard  work,  Hodgins,  starting 
Monday  you  may  put  your  feet  on  your 
desk." 

People  go  on  vacations  to  forget  things, 
and  when  they  get  to  the  first  motel  they 
know  that  they  did. 

— Gene  Yasenak 


119:1-11 

119:89-105 

....119:114-123 
....119:130-140 
....119:145-158 
119:12-25 


Daily  Bible  Readings 

April 
DAY  BOOK  CHAPTER 

1 Matthew 4:1-7 

2 2  Timothy 3:12-17 

3 James 1:18-27 

4 Hebrews 4:12-16 

5 2  Timothy 2:15-26 

6 2  Timothy 4:1-4 

7 1  Timothy 4:1-16 

8 Psalm 

9 Psalm. 

10 Psalm 

11 Psalm 

12 Psalm 

13 Psalm 

14 Proverbs 1:1-9 

15 Proverbs 1:10-33 

16 Proverbs 2:1-22 

17 1  Peter 1:15-25 

18 Proverbs 3:1-10 

19 Proverbs 3:11-23 

20 Proverbs 4:1-13 

21 Proverbs 4:14-27 

22 Proverbs 5:1-13 

23 Proverbs 8:1-36 

24 Proverbs 22:1-21 

25 Proverbs 24:3-14 

26 Proverbs 30:5-33 

27 Isaiah 61:1-11 

28 Isaiah 62:1-12 

29 Isaiah 64:1-8 

30 Luke 8:4-15 


IN  TRAVELING 
In  traveling  the  road  of  life 
We  need  to  be  aware 
That  paths  of  least  resistance 
Will  not  lead  us  anywhere. 

— Mary  Hamlett  Goodman 
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(§U>  Mxmtk 


By  Lynne  Cartland 


"Easter  was  too  early  this  year.  There  were  no  flowers— it 
was  too  cold.  Cold  and  lifeless  as  his  heart."  But  does  not 
God  have  the  power  to  move  the  dead  earth  and  bring  forth 
new  life? 


THE  REVEREND  Andrew 
Carrington  stared  blankly  at 
his  half-finished  sermon.  The  fra- 
grance of  Easter  lilies  drifted  from 
the  sanctuary  to  his  study  remind- 
ing him  how  he  should  be  feeling, 
but  wasn't. 

Each  spring  while  he'd  been  in 
seminary  and  since  he'd  had  his  own 
church,  he'd  found  a  new  facet  of 
the  Easter  message  to  bring  to  his 
people.  Until  now,  when  standing 
between  him  and  everything  he 
tried  to  do  was  Jack  Toole's  beady 
face  sneering  at  him:  "You're  an 
utter  fool,  Reverend,  a  blithering, 
bungling  fool!" 

How  could  he  finish  his  sermon? 
How  could  he  hope  to  pass  on  to 
his  congregation  the  meaning  of  the 
season  with  this  depression  in  his 
heart?    And    the    deeper    question 
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behind  it— did  he  really  belong  in 
the  ministry? 

Andy's  sensitive  fingers  tightened 
into  a  fist,  and  he  jabbed  at  the 
worn  corner  of  his  desk.  The  thought 
had  troubled  him  for  weeks  and  yet 
he  could  find  no  answer.  It  was  as 
though  he  were  confronted  on  all 
sides  by  a  blank  wall.  How  could 
he  hope  to  inspire  others  when  he 
couldn't  find  his  own  way?  Maybe 
he  was  a  fool  to  sacrifice  his  own 
family  for  somebody  like  Jack  Toole. 

Andy's  troubled  brown  eyes 
stared  apologetically  at  the  picture 
of  Jean  and  the  twins  on  his  desk. 
There'd  be  no  Easter  bonnets  for 
them  this  year.  He'd  have  to  re- 
member to  cement  Sally's  sole  back 
on  her  shoe  or  she'd  be  forced  to 
wear  her  red  sneakers  to  church 
tomorrow  morning.  Tennis  shoes  to 


church  on  Easter! 

Andy  felt  his  anger  rise  un- 
controllably and  he  gazed  in  despair 
at  the  unfinished  sermon.  He  didn't 
care  for  himself.  What  he  wore 
under  his  robe  didn't  matter.  But 
for  Jean  and  Sally  and  Sara  he  felt 
as  any  other  husband  or  father  would. 

When  Jack  first  came  to  him  after 
his  accident  two  years  ago,  minus  a 
hand  and  looking  for  something 
other  than  fishing  to  do,  Andy  had 
canvassed  their  small  fishing  town 
trying  to  find  a  job  for  him.  When 
nothing  opened  up,  Jean  and  he  had 
prayed  for  a  way  to  help  Jack. 

The  card  shop  had  fitted  together 
like  a  jigsaw   puzzle.    Mr.   Parker 


wanted  to  retire  and  move  to  Cali- 
fornia to  be  with  his  son;  Jack  had 
taken  a  business  course  in  high 
school  and  was  good  at  accounting; 
Jean  and  he  had  about  a  thousand 
dollars  saved  in  small  but  regular 
portions  from  their  income.  It  was 
meant  to  be  a  down-payment  on  a 
vacation  cabin  to  use  while  the 
children  were  small  and  eventually 
a  retirement  home.  But  their  va- 
cations and  retirement  hadn't  seemed 
as  important  as  getting  Jack  on  his 
feet.  Gladly  they'd  invested  in  the 
store  every  cent  they  had  saved. 
The  first  year  went  well.  Jack 
had  operated  the  store  at  a  fair 
profit  and  even  talked  about   ex- 
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panding.  The  second  year  started 
out  even  better,  but  along  about 
October  something  seemed  different. 
At  first  it  was  just  a  feeling  that 
Andy  got  whenever  he'd  stop  in  to 
see  Jack.  But  by  Thanksgiving  he'd 
learned  by  accident  that  Jack  was 
keeping  two  sets  of  books.  When 
he  investigated,  he  found  most  of 
the  accounts  in  Jack's  name  and  a 
host  of  bills  in  his. 

Andy  swung  around  in  the  old 
swivel  chair  that  had  been  bought 
for  an  earlier,  heavier  pastor.  He 
and  Jean  could  have  hired  a  lawyer 
and  sued  Jack  for  the  money,  but 
whatever  profits  there  had  been 
would  be  lost. 

Besides  it  was  Jack's  soul  and  not 
their  savings  that  was  their  first 
concern,  wasn't  it?  They  were 
responsible  for  his  going  into  busi- 
ness in  the  first  place. 

Andy  remembered  the  fear  on 
Jack's  face  when  he  first  confronted 
him  with  the  fraud. 

"You'll  have  to  prove  it."  Jack 
was  tight-lipped. 

"To  whom?"  asked  Andy  quietly. 

"In  court.  They'll  never  believe 
even  you,  Reverend,  without  proof." 
Jack  kept  wetting  his  tight  lips. 

"Why  take  you  to  court?"  asked 
Andy.  "You  already  stand  con- 
victed in  the  only  court  that  really 
matters." 

Jack  had  stared  at  him  in  disbelief. 
"You're  not  going  to  sue?" 

Andy  shook  his  head  slowly. 

"You're  off  your  rocker!"  gasped 

Jack.  "Either  that  or  you're  a 

fool!"  That's  when  Jack  had  called 
him  a  blithering,  bungling  fool. 

"It  may  be,"  said  Andy,  sick  with 


the  knowledge  of  the  road  Jack  had 
taken.  "Fool  enough  to  believe  in 
that  other  Jack  who  came  to  me 
for  help." 

Since  Christmas  he  and  Jean  had 
paid  off  the  bills  in  their  name,  and 
turned  the  store  completely  over  to 
Jack.  In  return  Jack  had  promised, 
as  soon  as  he  was  able,  to  pay  them 
back  the  money  he  owed. 

Andy  jabbed  at  the  loose  joint 
in  his  desk. 

The  store  seemed  to  be  doing  very 
well  again.  But  Jack  had  made  no 
move  to  repay.  Chances  were  he 
never  would.  It  looked  as  though 
Andy  had  been  an  even  bigger  fool. 
to  trust  him  the  second  time. 

Andy  stared  at  the  empty  words 
on  the  page  in  front  of  him.  Where 
was  the  triumph  of  good  over  evil? 
Of  life  over  death? 

The  phone  startled  him.  "Soup's 
on,"  said  Jean  with  a  lilt  in  her 
voice.  "Lentil  soup!  How  soon  will 
you  be  home?" 

"Right  away,"  said  Andy, 
wondering  how  many  different  ways 
he'd  eaten  beans  since  Christmas. 
Jean  hadn't  complained  once,  but 
he  knew  it  had  been  hardest  on  her. 
He  only  watched,  but  it  was  she 
who  had  to  make  the  bricks  without 
straw. 

Andy  tucked  the  half  sermon 
under  the  worn  blotter  on  his  desk 
and  shivered  as  he  stepped  out  onto 
the  cold,  cloudy  day. 

Easter  was  too  early  this  year. 
There  were  no  flowers— it  was  too 
cold.  Cold  and  lifeless  as  his  heart. 
It  seemed  that  winter  was  hanging 
on  and  spring  was  having  a  hard 
time  pushing  her  out. 
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HE  FOUND  himself  taking  the 
long  way  home  past  Main 
Street.  Subconsciously,  he  supposed 
he  wanted  to  walk  into  Jack's  shop 
and  demand  his  money.  He  care- 
fully examined  his  heart.  He  didn't 
really  hate  Jack.  He  just  hated 
seeing  the  principles  in  which  he 
believed  flaunted  by  Jack.  And  he 
wanted  what  was  rightfully  his  for 
his  wife  and  children. 

The  neat  black  and  white  station- 
er's sign  he'd  lettered  so  carefully 
greeted  him  as  he  turned  the  corner, 
and  he  walked  deliberately  toward 
it.  He  would  simply  walk  in  and 
ask  Jack  for  part  of  the  money  right 
now. 

Then  Sally  and  Sara  could  have 
new  shoes  and  dresses  and  white 
stretch  gloves.  And  Jean  — he  could 
see  her  lovely  face  framed  in  a  new 
flowered  hat,  a  perky  yellow  one. 
If  only  Jack  would  give  him  part 
of  the  money  he  owed. 

But  when  Andy  reached  the  door 
the  place  was  filled  with  customers. 
Jack  had  added  Easter  plants  and 
decorated  chocolate  eggs,  and  there 
was  a  new  clerk  at  the  cash  register. 

Andy  paused,  his  hand  on  the 
knob.  He  squared  his  shoulders,  but 
he  knew  he  couldn't  make  himself 
go  in  and  demand  money  — not  now, 
anyway.  What  was  his  would  come 
to  him  — sometime,  some  way.  At 
least  that's  what  he'd  always 
believed,  and  he  wouldn't  quit  yet. 

At  that  moment  Jack  turned  in 
the  window  where  he  was  waiting 
on  a  customer,  and  smiled.  Andy, 
surprised,  smiled  back.  Then  he 
turned  abruptly  and  stumbled 
away.  His  soup  would  be  cold. 
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Perhaps  if  he  looked  he  could 
find  some  violets  for  Jean's  coat. 
He'd  mend  Sally's  shoe  and  then 
give  all  the  shoes  a  good  polishing. 
. . .  He  must  seek  first . . .  and  the 
rest  would  be  added. 

Andy's  feet  moved  more  slowly 
as  he  neared  home.  How  could  he 
stand  up  and  preach  to  a  congre- 
gation when  he  was  such  a  mis- 
erable failure  in  the  everyday  world? 
When  he  couldn't  provide  decently 
for  his  own  wife  and  children? 

"Where  have  you  been?"  squealed 
the  twins  dashing  around  the  corner 
where  they'd  been  waiting  for  him. 

Andy  hugged  their  silky  blond 
heads.  How  rich  he  was  to  have 
them! 

"Come  see!"  they  begged,  pulling 
him  up  the  steps  and  into  the  hall. 

"Well,  it's  not  an  Easter  lily!" 
he  laughed,  staring  at  the  strange 
majestic  plant  with  the  birdlike 
orange  blossoms  touched  with  pur- 
ple. 

"It's  a  bird-of-paradise,"  bubbled 
Jean,  hugging   him   excitedly. 

"How  nice!"  said  Andy  calmly 
but  wishing  it  were  a  ham  or  a  hat 
for  Jean. 

"Here!"  There  was  just  a  hint 
of  exasperation  in  Jean's  voice  as 
she  put  the  envelope  in  his  hands. 

"To  The  Reverend,"  was  printed 
on  it.  He  opened  the  envelope  and 
stared  in  disbelief  at  the  hundred 
dollar  bills. 

"Fifteen  of  them,"  chimed  the 
twins. 

Andy  stared  dumbly  at  the  card. 
"Thanks  for  believing  in  me."  A 
wave  of  guilt  swept  over  him. 

Though  there   were   blisters    on 


his  tongue  to  prove  that  he  had 
eaten  his  soup,  he  couldn't  re- 
member it.  His  mind  was  busy  with 
his  sermon. 

He  stared  at  the  daffodils  spilling 
yellow  across  the  lawn  of  the 
O'Briens  next  door.  How  long  had 
they  been  blooming? 

His  feet  sped  over  the  cement 
sidewalks  as  though  they  were 
winged.  There  was  so  much  he  had 
to  share  with  his  people!  Easter 
was  the  time  to  remember  the 
glorious  forgiveness  for  miserable 
sinners  like  him,  who  lost  their 
faith  for  a  while  . . .  the  power  of 
God  moved  on  the  dead  earth  to 
bring  forth  new  life,  green  grass 
from  the  muddy  earth,  green  gold 
leaves  on  trees  and  bushes,  and  faith 
in  the  hearts  of  men.  ■■ 


'He's  just  been  drafted!' 
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QwAJtwrUu  dbouL  fca&t&L 


By  Chris  Espy 


What  does  Easter  Sunday  commemorate? 

The  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  three  days  after  he  was  crucified. 

By  whom  and  when  were  the   rules   setting   the   dates   for   Easter 
established? 

They  were  drawn  up  at  a  church  council  meeting  in  Nicaea  in 
Asia  Minor  in  A.D.  325.  It  was  prescribed  that  Easter  day  should 
come  on  the  first  Sunday  following  the  first  full  moon  on  or 
after  the  vernal  equinox  so  that  pilgrims  going  to  the  Holy  Land 
to  celebrate  the  resurrection  could  travel  in  safety  by  the  light 
of  the  full  moon. 

Do  other  days  depend  upon  the  date  of  Easter? 

Some  of  the  most  common  are  Shrove  Tuesday,  Ash  Wednesday, 
Lent,  Palm  Sunday,  and  Good  Friday.  The  equinox  was  rather 
arbitrarily  fixed  by  the  council  as  the  twenty -first  of  March. 

What  is  the  range  of  dates  on  which  Easter  can  occur? 

Any  Sunday  between  March  22  and  April  25. 

Where  did  the  word  Easter  come  from? 

"Eastre"  or  "Eostre"  was  the  name  of  the  Teutonic  goddess  of 
Spring:  When  Spring  arrives,  after  the  apparent  death  of  winter, 
there  is  resurrection  throughout  all  nature. 

Why  in  some  languages  does  the  word  for  Easter  derive  from  Pesach 
which  is  Jewish  for  Passover? 
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Three  such  words  are  the  French  Paques  for  Easter,  the  Dutch 
Paschen,  and  the  Scotch  Pas. 

How  did  hot  cross  buns  become  associated  with  Easter? 

The  Anglo-Saxons  regularly  served  hot  buns  at  one  of  their 
Spring  rites  and  Christian  missionaries  are  believed  to  have 
prevailed  upon  them  to  add  crosses  to  the  buns. 

How  did  the  egg  become  a  part  of  Easter? 

Since  mankind's  earliest  days  the  egg  has  symbolized  birth  and 
rebirth.  The  new  life  which  emerges  from  the  egg  is  like  the  new 
life  unfolding  at  Easter.  Ancient  Persians  and  Egyptians  painted 
eggs  at  Easter  time  much  as  we  do  today. 

What  about  the  rabbit  and  Easter? 

The  rabbit  represented  fertility  to  the  pagans,  but  did  not  enter 
the  picture  as  early  as  the  egg.  Christians  later  added  the  idea 
that  Easter  bunnies  deposited  eggs  in  isolated  places  for  children 
to  find. 

Why  are  Easter  eggs  colored? 

Pagans  colored  them  in  a  festival  spirit  to  greet  Spring  and  with 
bright  colors  for  added  gaiety.  Later  Christians  dyed  them  red 
to  symbolize  the  blood  of  Christ. 

How  did  egg  rolling  become  a  custom? 

This  practice  began  in  early  England  where  rolling  hard-boiled 
eggs  down  a  hill  was  reminiscent  of  rolling  the  stone  from  Christ's 
tomb. 

How  did  the  Easter  parade  begin? 

The  Easter  Walk,  still  a  common  custom  in  many  European 
countries,  goes  back  many,  many  years.  Participants  chant 
hymns  as  they  walk  from  the  church  to  nearby  fields.  Those 
who  head  the  procession  carry  Easter  candles  and  a  crucifix. 

Why  are  new  clothes  worn  on  Easter  day? 

This,  too,  goes  back  many  centuries— to  Emperor  Constantine.  A 
devout  convert  to  Christianity   the    Emperor   felt   that   proper 
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homage  could  be  shown  to  the  Risen  Lord  only  if  members  of  the 
court  wore  new  clothes  on  Easter  morning,  thus  representing  the 
new  life  of  Easter. 

Why  has  Easter  always  been  a  time  of  rejoicing? 

The  Roman  Emperor  Valentinian  opened  prison  doors  in  a  general 
pardon  on  Easter  Sunday.  Medieval  ministers  used  to  tell  jokes 
from  the  pulpit  to  draw  from  their  listeners  what  was  known  as 
the  risus  Paschalis  or  Easter  smile.  To  see  a  lamb  when  you  first 
look  out  the  window  on  Easter  morning  is  considered  good  luck. 

Why  are  lilies  connected  with  Easter? 

In  his  own  lifetime  Christ  used  the  lily  in  his  teachings.  "Consider 
the  lilies  of  the  field,"  he  said,  "and  how  they  grow.  They  toil  not, 
neither  do  they  spin:  and  yet  I  say  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in 
all  his  glory  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these."  An  ancient  lily 
legend  tells  of  Christ  in  the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  on  the  night 
before  his  crucifixion.  As  he  walked  slowly  among  the  flowers  all 
but  one  bowed  their  heads  in  sadness.  The  lily  refused  to  bend 
saying,  "I  am  the  most  beautiful  of  all  flowers.  My  beauty  and 
fragrance  will  sustain  him."  Jesus  stood  silently  before  the  lovely 
flower  for  a  moment  and  then  walked  on.  Suddenly  a  sense  of  un- 
worthiness  and  shame  came  over  the  flower  and  it  lowered  its  head 
in  grief.  It  has  never  been  held  erect  since.  Legends  aside,  the  lily 
is  one  of  the  earliest  blooming  Spring  flowers.  Its  whiteness  suggests 
purity  and  thus  it  came  to  represent  the  purification  of  Christ  the 
man,  who  was  seen  also  as  divine. 

Which  one  of  the  Hebrew  prophets  gives  a  detailed  prediction  of  Christ's 
crucifixion  and  burial  long  before  it  occurred? 

Isaiah:  Chapter 53 

Because  of  Christ's  request  while  on  the  cross  which  of  the  Apostles 
took  his  mother  into  his  home  afterward? 

John.  (See  John  19:25-27.) 

Where  and  when  did  the  now  popular  Easter  sunrise  services  start? 

In  Germany  in  1732  when  many  people  thought  the  angels  danced 
at  sunrise  on  Easter  morning. 
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The  MARK  of  a  Christian 


By  Carl  W.  McGeehon 


HOW  DO  I  know  I'm  getting 
the  real  thing?"  The  young 
sailor  was  buying  an  expensive 
watch  in  an  Oriental  marketplace. 
The  merchant  silently  answered  his 
question  by  pointing  to  the  well- 
known  and  highly  respected  trade- 
mark on  the  watch.  The  sailor 
nodded,  paid  his  money,  and  walked 
away  confident  that  he  had  bought 
the  real  thing.  The  trademark  was 
the  guarantee  of  genuineness. 

What  about  the  Christian  life? 
Is  there  a  trademark  of  any  kind 
which  serves  as  a  guarantee  of  the 
quality  of  one's  Christian  faith?  I 
can  think  of  four  possible  identify- 
ing tests. 

Acceptance  of  a  Creed 

The  first  is  acceptance  of  a 
creed.  Some  would  insist  that 
unless  one  believes  certain  basic 
teachings,  especially  the  historic 
Christian  doctrines,  one  could  not 
be  counted  a  Christian.   There   is 


merit  in  this  argument.  How 
could  anyone  be  a  Christian  with- 
out some  definite  views  about  God 
and  man,  about  sin  and  salvation, 
about  the  meaning  of  life  and 
death? 

I  don't  know  how  you  feel  about 
creeds.  It  has  been  the  fashion  in 
the  past  to  disparage  creeds,  to  dis- 
miss them  as  unimportant.  "It 
doesn't  matter  much  what  you 
believe  as  long  you  do  right,"  so 
the  argument  goes.  The  fallacy  with 
this  line  of  logic  is  that  it  fails  to 
take  into  account  a  very  funda- 
mental fact  of  human  nature.  In 
the  long  run  if  we  do  not  think  right, 
we  will  not  do  right.  So  what  we 
think  and  believe  is  tremendously 
important. 

G.  K.  Chesterton  once  said  that 
it  is  more  important  to  a  landlady, 
interviewing  a  prospective  tenant, 
to  know  his  view  of  the  universe 
than  to  know  how  much  money  he 
has  in  his  pocket.  Of  course  Chester- 
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ton  was  right.  A  man's  actions,  his 
attitudes,  his  integrity,  and  his  re- 
lationship with  his  fellowmen  are 
inextricably  bound  up  with  what  he 
believes. 

Acceptance  of  a  creed  as  the  hall- 
mark of  the  true  Christian  life  is 
another  matter.  There  are  noble 
souls  who  cannot  believe  the  articles 
of  the  Christian  faith  as  you  or  I 
might  state  them.  Their  background, 
training,  education,  and  experiences 
will  not  let  them  accept  with  intel- 
lectual integrity  the  Christian  creed 
which  most  Christians  believe.  If 
acceptance  of  a  creed  is  to  be  the 
touchstone,  then  many  fine  folk 
would  be  left  outside  the  pale. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  acceptance 
of  a  creed  only  is  the  trademark, 
it  might  be  that  we  would  put  the 
stamp  of  genuineness  on  reprobates 
who  exhibit  in  their  lives  little  of 
the  likeness  of  Christ. 

As  important  as  a  creed  is  in  the 
Christian  life,  it  is  scarcely  an 
adequate  guarantee  of  validity  of 
true  Christian  faith. 

Allegiance  to  a  Church 

Allegiance  to  a  church  is  some- 
times held  up  as  a  test  as  to  whether 
or  not  one  is  a  real  Christian.  Most 
Protestants  would  be  quick  to  pro- 
test such  a  criteria.  Loyalty  to  a 
church,  they  would  argue,  is  not 
essential  to  true  Christian   living. 

Let  us  not  pass  judgment  too 
quickly  on  that  score.  Those  of  us 
who  want  to  be  called  Christians 
consider  Christ  at  least  our  Example 
and  Guide.  We  read  that  on  the 
sabbath  he  regularly  made  his  way 
to  the  synagogue.   If  his  example 


counts  for  anything,  that  weekly 
practice  of  Jesus  needs  to  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

Again,  we  who  call  ourselves 
Protestants  look  to  the  Bible  as  the 
rule  of  faith  and  practice.  Early  in 
its  pages  we  find  that  God  set  aside 
one  day  in  seven  for  refreshment 
of  the  body  and  the  renewal  of  the 
spirit.  Except  in  isolated  cases,  and 
then  for  brief  periods,  man  has  not 
found  a  better  way  to  enter  into 
fellowship  with  God  than  in  corpo- 
rate worship  in  a  place  dedicated 
unto  him.  Scripture  itself  encourages 
worship  and  fellowship,  "not 
neglecting  to  meet  together,  as  in 
the  habit  of  some  is." 

More  important,  whoever  Christ 
was  he  founded  an  institution  we  call 
the  church.  If  he  was  just  a  man 
like  the  rest  of  us,  with  no  divine 
authority,  then  the  church  he  created 
and  the  message  he  proclaimed  can 
be  neglected  with  impunity.  But  if 
he  is  the  Son  of  God,  as  he  claimed 
to  be,  if  he  is  divine,  as  we  believe 
he  is,  if  he  is  God  incarnate  as  the 
Scriptures  portray  him,  then  his 
church  cannot  be  passed  over  light- 
ly. It  is  God's  institution  and  we 
neglect  it  at  our  own  peril.  Those 
of  us  who  would  be  followers  of 
Christ  surely  owe  his  church  our 
wholehearted  allegiance. 

We  all  know,  however,  loyal  sup- 
porters of  the  church  whose  attitudes 
and  actions  leave  something  to  be 
desired.  Also,  we  recall  others  who 
are  Christlike  in  act  and  attitude 
but  who  have  not  found  the  church 
a  meaningful  experience.  Important 
as  church  allegiance  is,  it  isn't  a 
guarantee  to  the  genuiness  of  true 
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Christian  living. 

Prescribed  Religious  Experience 

A  third  distinguished  character- 
istic of  the  Christian  life  has  some- 
times been  proposed  — a  prescribed 
religious  experience.  There  are  those 
who  would  insist  that  unless  a 
person  has  a  certain  definite  kind 
of  spiritual  experience  he  is  not  a 
Christian. 

Spiritual  experience  is  truly  as 
much  a  part  of  the  Christlike  life 
as  a  creed  or  the  church.  But  I  rebel, 
and  I  suspect  you  do  too,  at  having 
anyone  say  that  I  must  be  awakened 
to  the  claims  of  Christ  on  my  life  in 
a  certain  prescribed  way.  What 
right  does  anyone  have  to  say  how 
I  must  feel  to  experience  God's 
grace? 

Jesus  said,  "Except  a  man  be 
born  again  he  cannot  see  the  king- 
dom of  God."  That  does  not  imply 
that  everyone  experiences  a  new 
relationship  with  God  in  the  same 
way.  Paul  had  a  cataclysmic  con- 
version on  the  road  to  Damascus. 
He  was  changed  in  a  flash.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  other  disciples 
undergoing  such  a  dramatic  exper- 
ience. 

Men  come  into  God's  kingdom  in 
different  ways.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
insist  that  everyone  must  have  the 
same,  sterotyped,  prescribed  ex- 
perience. God  works  in  many  ways 
and  it  is  not  for  us  to  say  that  any 
one  of  these  ways  is  the  guarantee 
of  genuineness  of  the  Christian  life. 

Right  Living 

Consider  one  more  possible  trade- 


mark. To  many,  perhaps,  this  would 
be  the  most  acceptable  of  all  — right 
living.  Here  is  a  man  who  leads  a 
decent,  moral,  respectable  life.  He 
is  a  law-abiding  citizen,  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  his  community, 
generous  to  those  in  need,  a  good 
husband  and  father.  What  better 
guarantee  of  the  validity  of  the 
Christian  life  could  you  ask? 

The  point  here  is,  none  of  these 
qualities  is  distinctively  Christian. 
Much  of  what  passes  for  Christi- 
anity is  nothing  more  than  good 
manners  or  common  courtesy.  Busi- 
ness credit,  social  standing,  and 
respectability  may  demand  these 
qualities  of  persons  seeking  such 
acceptance.  A  man  may  live  right 
because  he  is  a  Christian,  or  he  may 
live  right  and  not  be  a  Christian  at 
all.  Right  living,  like  a  creed,  the 
church,  and  religious  experience, 
cannot  serve  as  the  trademark  of 
the  Christian  life. 

The  Spirit  of  Christ 

The  Apostle  Paul  gave  us,  it 
seems  to  me,  the  best  statement  of 
what  it  means  to  be  a  Christian. 
Paul  was  a  reflective  person,  not 
given  to  snap  judgment.  He  had  a 
creed.  He  spent  a  great  deal  of  time 
writing  his  statement  of  faith  that 
others  might  read  and  profit.  He 
not  only  gave  wholehearted  al- 
legiance to  the  church  but  he  was 
the  greatest  missionary  and  founder 
of  churches  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
He  had  a  marvelous  spiritual  ex- 
perience on  the  road  to  Damascus 
about  which  he  was  never  tired  of 
telling.  He  had  a  high  appreciation 
of  the  need  for  righteous  living  and 
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constantly  encouraged  his  people 
to  live  that  way.  Next  to  Jesus 
himself  he  was  the  most  eminently 
qualified  to  say  what  the  Christian's 
trademark  is.  Here,  then,  is  his 
mature  judgment  in  Romans  8:9, 
"If  any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  he  is  none  of  his." 

There  you  have  it  in  a  nutshell— 
the  Spirit  of  Christ.  No  matter  what 
one  has  in  the  way  of  creeds,  church 
allegiance,  spiritual  experiences,  or 
decent  living,  unless  he  has  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  he  lacks  the  stamp 
of  genuineness  of  the  Christian  life. 

The  Spirit  of  Christ  speaks  to  the 
very  heart  of  what  God  is  trying  to 
do  with  us  here  in  this  life.  He  is 
trying  to  make  us  fit  to  live  here  and 
now  with  one  another  and  forever 
with  him.  The  Spirit  of  God,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  — 


Paul  seems  to  be  using  three  phrases 
to  describe  the  same  thing  — is  the 
energizer  which  enables  us  to  become 
what  we  potentially  are  — sons  of 
God. 

To  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is  to 
have  his  attitude  in  dealing  with  all 
men  as  brothers,  having  his  mind 
toward  evil,  and  his  willingness  to 
do  the  Father's  will.  To  possess  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  is  to  possess  those 
qualities  and  attitudes  and  dis- 
position and  character  which  reflect 
the  beauty  of  Christ  in  our  daily 
lives. 

The  Christian's  trademark,  the 
guarantee  of  genuineness,  the  stamp 
of  quality  is  summed  up  in  one 
phrase,  "the  Spirit  of  Christ." 
Without  that  we  do  not  have  his 
mark  on  our  lives;  with  that,  we  are 
counted  as  his  disciples.  ■  ■ 


"We're  making  progress,   Mr.   Smathers. 
dollars  and  you'll  be  as  well  as  ever!" 


Another   $2,000 
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THE  SOLDIER  AND  THE  BALLOT: 
European  Influence 


By  Wendell  W.  Cultice 


Part  II  of  three  articles  about  a  soldier's  right  and 
responsibility  to  vote.  This  one  traces  the  European 
influence. 


ON  THE  European  continent, 
at  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury, and  especially  in  Scandinavia, 
the  legal  voting  age  embraced  in  the 
original  laws  governing  suffrage  was 
modeled  after  some  of  the  most 
advanced  features  of  the  French, 
Belgian,  and  German  systems. 
Austria  abolished  rule  by  the  pro- 
pertied class  and  established  uni- 
versal, equal,  and  direct  suffrage 
for  all  male  citizens,  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  who  had  resided  one 
year  in  the  commune.  In  order  to 
keep  politics  out  of  the  army, 
officers  and  soldiers  were  deprived 
of  their  vote,  as  were  also,  for  other 
reasons,  minors,  public  charges, 
bankrupts,  and  criminals  without 
civil  rights. 

In  1875,  the  Conservatives  in  the 
French  Government   made   a   his- 
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torically  unique  proposal.  They 
advocated,  in  an  effort  to  reduce 
military  influence,  raising  the 
voting  age  from  twenty -one  to 
twenty-five  years,  and  increasing 
the  residence  from  six  months  to 
three  years.  This  proposal  was  not 
permitted  to  come  to  a  vote  in  the 
Chambers.  It  was  replaced  by  a  bill 
which  was  enacted  to  enfranchise 
every  Frenchman,  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  who  possessed  civil  rights, 
and  who  had  resided  six  months  in 
his  commune.  However,  the  laws 
for  disenfranchising  the  voter  were 
very  severe.  A  crime  of  any  degree, 
especially  during  military  service, 
would  nullify  his  vote  for  a  lifetime. 
Since  1945,  members  of  the  armed 
forces  and  women  have  been  per- 
mitted to  vote. 

At  the    very    beginning    of    the 


twentieth  century  every  male 
Belgian  citizen  twenty-five  years 
old,  who  had  not  lost  his  civil  rights, 
and  who  had  resided  one  year  in  his 
commune  was  allowed  to  cast  one 
vote  without  respect  to  any  other 
qualification.  Under  certain  circum- 
stances, however,  an  individual 
could  cast  further  votes  up  to  the 
maximum  of  three.  An  elector  was 
entitled  to  one  additional  vote  for 
reasons  of  age,  marriage,  or  wealth. 
A  voter  enjoyed  two  supplementary 
military  votes  if  he  had  graduated 
from  an  institution  of  higher  learn- 
ing, including  military  academies, 
or  had  completed  a  higher  grade 
secondary  education;  or  if  he  was 
an  official,  or  a  professional  man 
with  higher  type  of  training  defined 
by  the  law. 

From  1921,  a  small  number  of 
women  had  the  privilege  of  voting, 
namely  widows  and  mothers  of  men 
who  died  in  the  first  World  War, 
and  those  women  who  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  patriotism  dur- 
ing the  same  period.  By  a  law   of 


March  2,  1940,  political  equality 
of  both  sexes  was  established  and 
the  legal  voting  age  was  reduced  to 
twenty -one  years. 

To  be  an  elector  in  the  German 
Empire  in  1910,  it  was  necessary 
only  to  be  a  male  citizen,  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  the  traditional 
age  of  civil  majority  in  Germany. 
The  only  groups  excluded  from  the 
suffrage  were  the  incompetent,  the 
financially  disabled,  and  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  in  active  service. 

In  Germany,  as  in  Austria  and 
France,  the  soldier  received  the 
franchise  during  a  period  when  it 
was  being  broadened  in  another 
direction.  The  present  voting  age 
of  twenty-one,  along  with  female 
and  military  suffrage  were  extended 
in  1919.  It  is  believed  that  a  few 
local  districts  :n  Germany  granted 
suffrage  to  men  of  nineteen  years 
of  age  during  World  War  I.  Since 
WWI  special  voting  provisions 
enable  seamen  in  the  Norwegian 
merchant  marine,  who  are  properly 
listed  in  local  census  registers,  to 
cast  ballots  before  leaving  the 
country. 

THE  HUNGARIAN  franchise  of 
1910  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
stricted in  Europe.  All  males  of 
twenty  years  (formerly  30  and  later 
24)  of  age  were  permitted  to  vote, 
if  they  fulfilled  one  of  the  numerous 
qualifications  on  taxes,  property, 
education,  or  profession.  Members 
of  the  Hungarian  Academy  of 
Sciences,  or  one  of  the  learned 
professions,  graduates  of  agricul- 
tural schools,  engineers,  druggists, 
and  the  clergy,  possessed  the  ballot 
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virtually  without  restriction;  while 
men  in  the  active  military  service, 
members  of  the  bureaucracy  and 
police,  servants,  and  laborers  were 
all  disenfranchised.  Before  Hungary 
granted  suffrage  to  all  women,  any 
mother  who  had  three  sons  in  the 
military  service  was  admitted  to  the 
electorate.  A  son  who  lost  his  life 
in  combat  was  considered,  for 
purposes  of  suffrage,  to  be   alive. 

In  Italy,  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  all  kinds 
of  alternate  suffrage  provisions  were 
set  up  for  the  professions,  rural 
workers,  and  dwellers  who  paid  a 
rental.  However,  in  order  to  vote, 
a  man  must  show  himself  to  be  an 
Italian  citizen  either  by  birth  or 
legal  naturalization.  Members  of  the 
police,  and  municipal  officers, 
customs  officials  and  armed  forces 
were  specifically  disenfranchised 
during  active  years. 

In  1911,  a  bill  was  passed  in  Italy 
which  became  law  the  following 
year.  It  provided  that  the  suffrage 
would  be  exercised  by  all  the  male 
citizens  of  twenty-one  years  who 
could  read  and  write  and  also  il- 
literates who  had  reached  the  age 
of  thirty  and  had  performed  their 
military  service. 

Part  One,  Section  Four  of  Czech- 
oslovakia's electoral  system  dated 
March  3,  1954,  granting  suffrage 
at  age  eighteen,  reads  as  follows; 

Members  of  the  armed  forces  shall 
have  the  same  right  to  elect  and  to 
be  elected  as  all  citizens. 

Great  Britain  enfranchised  nine- 
teen-year-olds during  World  War  I 
and  II,  as  did  a  few  of  her  Common- 


wealth nations.  Other  non-European 
countries  have  given  and  are  giving 
''deferred  and  preferred  suffrage" 
to  servicemen. 

In  1908,  the  Ottoman  Empire 
enfranchised,  for  primary  elections, 
every  male  subject,  who  was  twenty- 
five  years  old,  who  had  resided  in 
his  locale  for  a  period  of  one  year, 
and  who  had  not  lost  his  civil  rights. 
The  longevity  of  the  Empire  through 
control  of  elections,  was  encouraged 
by  allowing  soldiers,  in  service  to 
vote.  In  1924,  Turkey  reduced  the 
legal  voting  for  national  elections 
to  twenty -two  years. 

In  Petrograd  and  Moscow,  prior 
to  1936,  special  exclusions  from  the 
franchise  were  insisted  upon.  Soldiers 
in  active  service,  police  and  students 
were  all  disenfranchised,  as  well  as 
so-called  nomad  aliens.  In  any  case, 
a  man,  to  vote,  must  be  twenty-five 
years  of  age. 

In  Japan,  certain  classes  were 
specifically  excluded  from  the  right 
to  vote  as  in  other  countries;  such 
classes  included  lunatics,  idiots, 
convicted  criminals,  undischarged 
bankrupts,  military  men  in  service. 
In  addition,  the  electoral  law  dis- 
qualified from  candidature  all 
Shinto  or  Buddhist  priests,  Christian 
clergymen,  and  all  teachers  of 
religion;  in  addition  the  candidate 
needed  to  be  thirty  years  of  age. 
Since  1946,  the  voting  age,  includ- 
ing military  personnel,  has  been 
twenty  years. 

Currently  in  Asia,  residence  is  a 
general  qualification  and  exclusions 
are  prone  to  mention  military  per- 
sonnel and  bankruptcy.  Cambodia 
excludes  priests  and  monks   while 
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Thailand's  exclusions  list  only 
monks.  The  nature  of  the  electoral 
law  in  Iran  and  Iraq  automatically 
excludes  women.  Certain  relatives 
of  the  King  of  Jordan  are  also  ex- 
cluded from  the  franchise.  School- 
teachers or  military  candidates  are 
the  only  civil  service  employees  who 
may  be  elected  to  serve  in  the 
parliament  in  Israel  without  taking 
a  leave  of  absence  from  their  gov- 
ernment position. 

Indonesia  probably  has  one  of  the 
most  liberal  electoral  laws  in  the 
world.  Enacted  by  the  Provisional 
Parliament  on  April  1,  1953,  and 
signed  by  the  President,  it  reads  as 
follows:  All  citizens  (18  years  and 
over)  and  married  people,  and 
soldiers,  of  a  younger  age,  are 
eligible  to  vote. 

The  1889  franchise  of  Brazil, 
permitting  voting  at  twenty -five 
years  of  age,  was  later  expanded  to 
include  every  male  Brazilian  citizen 
of  twenty-one  years,  who  was  duly 
enrolled,  and  who  was  not  a  beggar, 
"illiterate,"  a  soldier  in  the  service, 
a  monk  or  a  member  of  any  religious 
order  which  restricted  his  individual 
liberty.  Presently,  of  the  ten  coun- 
tries located  in  South  America, 
only  four  — Bolivia,  Chile,  Columbia 
and  Peru— wait  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one  to  enfranchise  their 
citizens.  The  remaining  six  en- 
franchise citizens  of  eighteen  years. 
Few  of  the  South  American  coun- 
tries specify  a  residence  term,  while 
exclusions  of  bankruptcy  and  mili- 
tary personnel  are  numerous.    ■  ■ 

YES  MAN:  One  who  stoops  to  concur. 
— Jack  Herbert. 


Lines  from  the  U.  S.  A. 

By  Eva  Kraus 

No  Litter  Here  . . . 

If  you  find  a  bottle  floating  in  the 
ocean,  pick  it  up  and  answer  the  request 
inside.  Some  7,000  bottles,  filled  with 
sand  and  a  card  printed  in  four  languages 
with  the  request  for  information  as  to 
the  location  found,  are  being  released 
along  the  Atlantic  Coast. 

This  study  is  being  conducted  by  the 
Tropical  Atlantic  Biological  Laboratory 
in  New  York  City.  Bottles  are  used 
because  of  their  strength  and  resistance 
to  corrosion.  Previous  tests  proved  that 
bottles  have  floated  as  far  as  6,000  miles. 

Advance  Warning . . . 

A  sign  painted  on  a  flight  of  steps 
leading  to  the  Owen  County  Court- 
house, Kentucky,  reads:  THIS  WAY 
FOR  MARRIAGE  LICENSE  - 
WATCH  YOUR   STEP! 

Mayor  at  21 . . . 

When  no  one  else  would  run  for 
Mayor  of  Clifton,  Tenn.,  Warren  B. 
Miller,  III,  a  21-year-old  full-time 
student  at  Memphis  State  University, 
accepted  the  job.  He  is  the  youngest 
municipal  executive  in  the   state. 

Drivers  Beware  . . . 

If  you  are  under  18  and  live  in 
Michigan,  better  mind  your  parents. 
A  new  law  there  allows  parents  to 
revoke  the  driver's  license  of  any  child 
under  18.  All  parents  need  do  is  inform 
the  State  they  will  no  longer  be  re- 
sponsible for  their  child's  driving.  There 
is  no  appeal. 
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FAITH  REINTERPRETED 


The  Bible:  What  Is  It  and  How  to  Read  It? 


By  David  A.  MacLennan 


DURING  World  War  II,  a  member  of  our  armed  forces  on  an 
island  in  the  South  Pacific  saw  a  native  reading  a  copy  of  the 
Bible.  The  GI  said  to  him:  "Do  you  bother  with  that  book  here? 
We've  gotten  over  that."  The  islander  responded  quietly,  "Maybe 
you  have  outgrown  it,  but  you  should  be  thankful  that  the  Bible  got 
here  and  that  we  do  read  it  and  try  to  live  by  it.  If  it  had  not  been 
given  to  us,  you  would  have  been  boiled  alive  and  eaten  by  now." 
Who  can  measure  what  all  of  us  owe  to  the  Bible?  It  is  not  enough  to 
venerate  it  as  we  do  when  we  have  printed  on  the  covers  of  this  book, 
"Holy  Bible."  It  is  worth  spending  a  few  moments  trying  to  answer 
the  question,  "Why  do  we  value  the  Bible?  What  do  we  owe  to  it?" 
Consider  two  answers,  one  by  an  American  naval  officer,  and  the 
other  by  Dr.  Martin  Niemoeller,  the  famous  prisoner  of  the  Nazis. 
The  naval  officer  is  Admiral  Arthur  Radford,  U.S.N.  He  wrote: 

If  I  were  a  dictator,  the  first  book  I  would  exterminate  would  be  the 
Bible.  I  would  destroy  it  because  I  realize  that  our  whole  concept  of 
democracy  came  from  the  Book.  In  the  Bible,  and  particularly  in  Jesus' 
spiritual  concepts  of  God  and  man,  all  men  can  find  the  key  to  victory, 
not  only  over  one  evil  system,  but  in  the  greater  crusade  against  all 

Dr.  MacLennan  is  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  (United), 
2231  N.  E.  26th  Ave.,  Pompano  Beach,  Fla.  33064. 
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falsehood.  Mankind,  however,  appears  to  come  slowly  to  the  realization 
that  freedom  is  not  won  and  held  solely  by  material  means.  (From 
"Battle  for  Freedom"  in  Vital  Speeches.) 

A  few  years  ago  Dr.  Niemoeller  addressed  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London,  England.  A  large 
audience  listened  intently  to  this  man  who  served  as  a  U-boat  com- 
mander in  the  first  World  War  but  who  opposed  his  government  in 
World  War  II  and  was  imprisoned  for  three-and-one-half  years  on 
the  order  of  Adolph  Hitler.  Dr.  Niemoeller  spoke  quietly  and  earnest- 
ly of  the  comfort  and  strength  he  derived  from  the  words  of  Scripture. 
In  gratitude  to  God  for  being  allowed  to  keep  his  own  Bible,  he 
repeated  Bible  texts  to  unseen  fellow  prisoners  passing  his  cell  window 
in  the  concentration  camp.  He  put  two  searching  questions  to  his 
London  audience: 

Do  we  read  our  Bible  regularly  day  by  day?  More  than  fifty -five  years 
ago  my  father  told  me,  "The  Bible  doesn't  belong  on  the  shelf  but  in 
your  hand,  under  your  eye,  and  in  your  heart."  Do  we  need  Jesus  in 
our  heart?  This  is  the  decisive  question  indeed.  What  is  our  answer? 
Each  one  of  us  can  give  it  only  from  his  own  experience. ...  If  you  live 
with  this  Book,  sooner  or  later  you  have  your  experience. 

Later  he  said: 

We  know  from  the  Bible  the  real  human  freedom  and  responsibility 
which  cannot  and  must  not  be  taken  away,  or  the  human  becomes 
inhuman.  This  witness,  brought  to  us  in  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  the 
Book  witnesses,  we  owe  in  love  to  the  Communists.  I  am  disappointed 
that  all  over  Christendom  a  spirit  of  fear  is  abroad;  it  is  Communism 
which  ought  to  be  afraid  of  Christianity.  If  only  we  Christians  would 
listen  to  the  witness  and  become  bearers  of  the  witness  and  be  what  we 
ought  to  be  — the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the  light  of  the  world! 

It  is  this  Book  which  contains  the  witness  to  the  living  and  trans- 
forming God.  It  is  the  Bible  which  can  help  us  become  the  salt  of  the 
earth  and  the  light  of  the  world.  Why?  Because  the  Bible  is  the  instru- 
ment whereby  the  One  who  is  the  Light  of  the  world,  the  living  Word, 
comes  to  us.  Yes,  as  Norman  E.  Richardson  said,  the  Bible  is  more 
than  a  library  of  sixty-six  books,  more  than  the  world's  best-seller, 
''more  than  a  mere  book. ...  it  is  a  force  that  overpowers  opposing 
systems  of  thought ...  (it  is)  the  meeting  point  of  man's  effort  to 
discover  God  and  God's  revelation  of  himself  to  man." 

In  the  foregoing  statements  we  have  given  a  partial  answer  to  the 
question  we  now  face. 
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What  Is  the  Bible? 

The  Bible  is  a  one-volume  library  of  sixty-six  books.  It  is  a  fully 
human  book,  written  by  human  beings.  Most  of  them  were  obviously 
inspired  by  God's  Spirit,  but  this  did  not  prevent  them  from  being 
as  truly  human  as  we  are.  When  puzzling  statements  are  made  which 
antedate  the  scientific  period  are  pointed  out  to  us  we  may  reply 
with  Mark  Twain,  that  the  parts  of  the  Bible  which  bother  us  are  not 
the  parts  we  do  not  understand  but  the  parts  we  do  understand.  So, 
it  is  not  downgrading  the  sacred  scriptures  of  the  Christian  faith  to 
say  that  the  persons  who  wrote  the  various  books  of  the  Bible  were, 
as  someone  put  it,  "prisoners  of  their  date."  Every  human  being 
is  such  a  prisoner:  that  is,  every  human  being  has  the  limitations 
imposed  by  the  knowledge  he  possesses. 

How  could  someone  who  lived  before  the  space-age  think  or  write 
or  speak  of  astronauts  or  of  space  satellites  and  of  the  technical 
knowledge  our  space-scientists  and  astronauts  possess?  The  Bible  is 
rooted  and  grounded  in  history,  roughly  in  the  period  from  about 
the  year  2000  B.C.  to  about  the  year  A.D.  100.  Much  of  the  history 
has  been  corroborated  by  archaelogy.  In  it  there  is  much  biographical 
material  of  such  persons  as  Jeremiah,  Moses,  the  Apostle  Paul,  even 
of  Jesus'  human  life.  We  often  wish  there  was  much  more,  the  kind  of 
information  that  makes  a  good  biography.  But  this  book  is  much 
more  than  a  unique  collection  of  historical,  prophetic,  poetic  books; 
much  more  than  brief  accounts  of  the  life  and  teaching  and  acts  and 
death  and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ;  much  more  than  the  extremely 
valuable  expositions  of  Christ's  life  and  teaching  such  as  we  have  in 
both  gospels  and  epistles.  Indeed  the  Bible  is  more  than  the  world's 
most  valuable  record  of  man's  search  for  God  and  for  salvation  or 
redemption.  It  is  the  record  of  a  double  search:  man's  search  for  God; 
and  of  much  more  significance,  the  literary  or  written  record  of  God's 
search  for  man.  It  is  God's  Book  for  us.  Why?  Because  in  the  Bible 
we  encounter  the  living  Word. 

The  Living  Word  of  God 

Often  we  hear  chaplains  and  ministers  and  others  who  read  from 
the  Bible  in  a  service  of  worship  speak  of  the  Bible  as  "the  Word  of 
God."  If  we  wanted  to  be  precise  we  would  probably  speak  of  the 
Bible  as  "containing  the  Word  of  God,"  or  "conveying  to  us  the  Word 
of  God."  By  this  phrase  is  meant  the  living  God  himself.  In  the  New 
Testament  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  spoken  of  as  the  Word  of  God. 
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One  instance  is  found  in  the  majestic,  dramatic  opening  words  of  the 
Gospel  of  John.  In  that  first  chapter  Jesus  Christ  is  declared  to  be 
"the  Word  made  flesh  who  dwelt  among  us  full  of  grace  and  truth." 

God  addresses  himself  to  our  need  in  the  Bible.  As  a  wise  twentieth 
century  Christian  expressed  it  (and  probably  many  an  earlier  Christian 
said  something  similar),  "The  Bible  is  a  letter  from  God  with  our 
name  and  address  on  it."  The  living  Word  of  God  finds  us  as  we  read 
the  Bible  with  our  minds  and  hearts  open  to  God's  presence  and 
persuasion.  Again  and  again  men  and  women  have  read  this  Book, 
even  when  they  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  a  trained  teacher  or  com- 
mentary, and  have  found  God  changing  their  lives  through  the  words 
they  read  and  heard.  One  whom  the  church  calls  St.  Augustine 
changed  from  a  wild  libertine  to  a  Christian  by  reading  a  passage  from 
Romans.  John  Wesley  found  his  heart  "strangely  warmed"  by  hear- 
ing Luther's  commentary  on  the  same  epistle.  As  a  result,  two 
continents  were  "strangely  warmed"  by  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus 
Christ  which  the  Wesleys  and  their  followers  proclaimed. 

Dr.  Dietrich  Bonhoeffer,  the  brilliant  German  theologian  and 
enemy  of  Hitler  before  he  was  executed  by  the  Nazis  in  1945,  found 
tremendous  support  and  God's  own  presence  in  reading  such  passages 
as  the  45th  chapter  of  the  book  of  Jeremiah.  Professor  Jack  Finegan 
of  Berkeley,  California,  told  of  a  man  in  Seattle  not  long  ago.  This 
deeply  depressed  man  was  at  the  end  of  his  resources.  He  had  been 
sick  for  months.  He  requested  a  hotel  room  as  high  as  possible  as  he 
planned  to  commit  suicide  by  jumping  out  of  the  window.  When  he 
entered  the  room  assigned  him,  he  noticed  a  Bible.  Idly  he  opened  it. 
He  started  reading  and  soon  he  was  reading  it  eagerly.  A  year  later 
he  wrote: 

I  know  what  you  mean  when  you  say  the  Bible  saves  you  from  suicide! 
That  Bible  showed  me  the  folly  of  my  sin.  It  also  showed  me  the  Savior 
who  could  give  me  a  new  life.  That  Bible  is  responsible  for  my  being 
a  Christian  today. 

This  man  is  now  a  radiant,  happy  man,  living  a  useful  life  from  a 
depth  of  conviction,  confidence,  and  joy  he  had  not  known  before. 

Yes,  the  Bible  is  a  particular  means  God's  Spirit  uses  to  introduce 
us  to  Christ  and  to  give  us  newness  of  life. 

How  to  Read  the  Bible 

Here  are  simple  suggestions  which  may  help  you  get  more  out  of 
reading  the  Bible: 
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1.  Get  a  copy  with  adequate  type  and  if  possible  wide  enough  margins 
for  you  to  mark.  Elegant  as  is  the  language  of  the  old  King  James 
Version,  read  the  Revised  Standard  Version  or  one  of  the  translations 
in  modern  English.  Excellent  translations  which  read  like  the  morning 
newspaper  are  those  by  J.  B.  Phillips,  James  Moffatt,  the  New  English 
Bible,  and  the  recent  paperback  edition  of  the  American  Bible  society 
translation,  Good  News  for  Modern  Man.  (The  New  Testament  in 
Today's  English  Version.  TEV.  35  cents  per  copy.) 

2.  Read  the  Bible  with  faith.  George  Matheson,  famous  Scottish 
preacher  and  poet  who  gave  us  such  hymns  as  "O  Love  That  Will 
Not  Let  Me  Go,"  was  physically  blind.  He  memorized  the  scripture 
he  read  in  the  church  service,  but  it  is  related  that  he  always  "read" 
from  the  open  book  as  if  he  were  listening  for  the  Word  God  to  speak 
through  the  Bible's  words.  We  too  are  to  read  intelligently  and  with 
"listening"  ears  and  heart.  To  do  so  means  that  we  read  with  faith 
that  the  divine  Spirit  will  "speak"  the  word  we  need  to  receive.  This 
means  that  when  we  take  time  to  read  from  the  Bible  we  should  do  so 
with  a  prayer  that  the  Holy  Spirit  who  prompted  and  guided  the  men 
who  wrote  it,  may  now  guide  us  into  a  firsthand  experience  of  God 
and  into  right  understanding  and  acceptance  of  God's  message. 

3.  Read  and  study  the  Bible  with  as  competent  helpers  as  you  can 
obtain.  Ideally,  group  Bible  study  with  a  trained  Christian  teacher 
as  leader  is  the  way  to  get  more  out  of  the  Bible.  A  chaplain  or  pastor 
may  become  such  a  helper.  The  give  and  take  of  others  in  a  group  or 
class  often  enables  "more  light  to  break  forth  from  God's  Word." 

If  a  good  teacher  and  Bible  study  group  are  not  available,  to  have 
a  good  Bible  commentary  is  next  best.  There  are  such  books  available 
in  most  chaplains'  offices  and  in  local  churches.  You  may  wish  to 
buy  one  of  the  single  volume  commentaries.  Among  the  best  of  these 
are  the  Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  Westminster  Bible  Dictionary, 
and  the  One  Volume  Bible  Commentary  by  William  Neil. 

4.  When  we  read  the  Bible,  we  should  ask  certain  questions  concerning 
what  we  have  read.  Here  are  such  questions:  What  does  this  passage 
mean?  For  whom  was  it  originally  intended?  What  does  God  say  to 
me  through  it?  What  must  I  do  because  of  it?  Always  when  we  ask 
such  questions  we  keep  in  mind  that  we  are  to  worship  and  serve  not 
the  Bible  but  the  great  and  loving  God  of  whom  the  Bible  speaks  and 
reveals. 

One  scholarly  teacher,  with  such  conviction  in  mind,  wisely  asks 
us  to  study  the  Bible  as  a  whole.  There  is  a  danger  in  taking  an 
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isolated  text  as  God's  word  for  us.  The  teacher  cites  the  apparent 
contradiction  between  Isaiah,  chapter  2  verse  4,  where  the  prophet 
speaks  of  beating  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  the  words  of  the 
prophet  Joel  in  chapter  3,  verse  10  of  his  book:  "Beat  your  plough- 
shares into  swords ..."  To  resolve  such  contradictions  we  must  find 
the  total  message  of  the  Scriptures  and  to  think  about  it. 

5.  Let  me  make  one  more  simple  suggestion.  Indeed  it  is  something 
I  urge  upon  you  and  upon  myself.  Set  aside  a  time  each  day  for  keeping 
your  appointment  with  the  Lord.  This  may  mean  getting  up  a  little 
earlier  or  deciding  that  you  will  keep  a  time  before  you  go  to  sleep. 
In  any  case,  you  will  have  a  rule  for  Bible  reading  and  prayer.  Just 
as  in  giving  money  for  Christ's  cause,  so  in  Bible  reading  and  in  pray- 
ing "each  must  do  as  he  has  made  up  his  mind"  (2  Corinthians  9:7). 
But  let's  be  sure  we  make  up  our  mind!  Otherwise  we  will  be  like 
Martha  in  the  Gospel  story  who  "was  upset  over  all  the  work  she  had 
to  do"  and  was,  as  Jesus  said,  "worried  and  troubled  over  so  many 
things."  Each  of  us  needs  to  sit  down  "at  the  feet  of  the  Lord  and 
listen  to  his  teaching."  (See  Luke  10:38-42.)  When  we  do  this  we  will 
know  why  an  unknown  man  said  that  the  Bible  has  "outlived,  out- 
lifted,  outlooked,  outloved,  outreached,  outranked,  and  outblessed 
all  other  books."  ■■ 


"Didn't  we  send  Junior  to  bed  without  his  supper?" 
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Charade 
for 

Mr. 
Wong 


By  Dan  Ross 


MEI  WONG,  proprietor  of  the 
Bombay  Art  &  Curio  com- 
pany, was  enjoying  his  second  visit 
to  the  United  States.  His  itinerary 
included  a  few  days  in  Washington 
and  he  had  many  friendships  to 
renew  there.  Naturally,  the  stout 
old  Chinese  took  time  out  to  see 
the  cherry  blossoms  in  full  bloom, 
visit  the  Capitol,  the  National 
Gallery  of  Art,  and  the  Folger 
Shakespearean  Library.  He  was  also 
the  guest  of  honor  at  a  number  of 
functions  on  "Embassy  Row."  The 
most  important  of  these  was  given 
for  him  by  a  former  client  now 
serving  in  a  high  post  at  the  British 
Embassy. 


Mei  Wong  has  an  exciting 
visit  to  Washington,  D.C.  The 
crafty  old  Chinese  has  an 
encounter  with  a  blackmailer. 


It  was  near  midnight  and  his  host, 
Sir  Ralph  Andrews,  had  just  driven 
him  back  to  the  gracious  Shoreham 
where  he  was  staying.  Sir  Ralph 
saw  him  to  the  entrance  of  the  big 
hotel,  and  Mei  Wong  padded  down 
the  stairs  and  through  the  wide 
corridors  to  the  elevators.  Within 
a  few  minutes  he  was  whisked  up 
to  the  fourth  floor.  As  he  reached 
the  door  of  his  room  his  broad, 
Oriental  face  took  on  a  startled 
look.  A  thin,  furtive  man  in  a  dark 
suit  and  battered  hat  stood  there, 
apparently  waiting  for  him. 

"Mr.  Wong?"  the  man  showed 
nervousness. 

The  old  art  dealer  regarded  him 
cautiously.  "That  is  my  name." 

"You  are  the  art  dealer,"  the  man 
said.  "I  have  something  that  may 
interest  you." 

Mei  Wong  hesitated  and  then 
decided  to  invite  him  in  and  see 
what  he  had  to  offer.  It  was  not 
unusual  for  strangers  to  learn  of 
his  being  in  a  city  and  come  to  him 
with  special  art  items  they  thought 
he  might  be  willing  to  buy.  And 
even  though  he  did  not  particularly 
like  the  appearance  of  the  stranger 
he  thought  he  should  give  him  a 
hearing. 

Unlocking  the  door,  he  said,  "I 
can  give  you  only  a  few  minutes.  I 
am  very  weary." 

Once  inside  the  room  Mei  Wong 


sat  at  the  plain  desk  and  waited 
for  his  visitor  to  reveal  his  business. 
He  studied  the  man's  sallow  face 
and  shifty  brown  eyes.  He  had  a 
Roman  nose  that  had  been  broken 
and  not  properly  set.  He  was  the 
picture  of  a  man  who'd  seen  better 
days  and  was  now  on  his  way  to 
becoming  a  derelict. 

The  stranger  leaned  forward,  "I 
just  came  from  Mrs.  Vincent  Bar- 
low's. She  gave  me  this  and  said 
you  might  buy  it  from  me." 

Mei  Wong  was  interested.  Mrs. 
Barlow  had  been  a  client  of  his 
when  she  visited  India  some  years 
before.  He  had  heard  that  since 
then  her  husband  had  died  and 
she'd  been  forced  to  live  on  a  re- 
duced income  and  now  bought  few 
art  objects.  She  had  maintained 
her  home  in  the  Georgetown  area 
of  Washington,  and  her  social 
position.  He  wondered  what  con- 
nection this  shabby  stranger  could 
have  with  such  a  woman. 

The  stranger  opened  a  small  card- 
board box  with  hands  that  shook 
slightly  and  drew  out  a  small,  ex- 
quisite jade  figure.  He  held  it  up 
for  Mei  Wong  to  see.  "You  know 
this  item?"  he  asked. 

Mei  Wong  nodded  soberly.  "Yes. 
I  sold  it  to  Mrs.  Barlow  when  she 
was  in  India.  You  mean  to  say  she 
gave  it  to  you?" 

The  man  nodded.  "To  pay  a 
debt."  Greed  showed  in  his  eyes. 
"How  much?" 

The  old  art  dealer  hesitated. 
"Perhaps  seven  hundred  dollars," 
he  said. 

The  stranger  studied  the  figure. 
"She  said  it   was    good." 
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Mei  Wong  frowned.  "Naturally 
I  shall  have  to  call  Mrs.  Barlow 
first  and  make  sure  you  came  by 
this  item  legitimately,"  he  warned. 

At  once  the  sallow  man  showed 
fear.  He  set  the  figure  down  on  the 
desk  and  said.  "You  can't  do  that!" 

"Why  not?" 

The  man  licked  dry  lips.  "Be- 
cause ..."  he  hesitated  and  then 
blurted  out,  "because  she's  dead!" 
Terror  showed  in  his  weak  face. 
"But  don't  get  the  idea  I  killed  her. 
I  found  her  murdered  when  I  came 
to  pick  up  this." 

Mr.  Wong  regarded  him  sternly. 
"You  realize  this  is  a  very  serious 
admission?" 

The  man  rubbed  a  hand  against 
his  cheek.  "I've  been  nearly  out 
of  my  mind  not  knowing  what  to 
do,"  he  said.  "I  decided  if  you  asked 
about  her  I'd  tell  the  truth.  I  don't 
want  to  take  chances  on  a  murder 
charge." 

"I  shall  have  to  contact  the 
authorities,"  Mei  Wong  warned  him. 

"All  right,"  the  sallow  man 
looked  as  if  he  might  collapse.  "May 
as  well  get  it  over  with.  But  no 
matter  what,  this  belongs  to  me!" 
He  picked  up  the  jade  lady  and 
hastily  slipped  it  back  into  the 
cardboard  box. 

Mei  Wong  showed  no  expression. 
"The  authorities  will  decide  that." 

BECAUSE  he  wanted  to  avoid 
directly  involving  the  police, 
and  since  Mrs.  Barlow  was  formerly 
a  British  citizen,  he  decided  to  enlist 
the  aid  of  Sir  Ralph  Andrews.  A 
half-hour  later  the  British  Embassy 
official  knocked  at  the  door  of  the 


hotel  room.  The  tall,  aristocratic 
Sir  Ralph  listened  grimly  as  the 
stranger  repeated  his  story. 

Sir  Ralph  at  once  put  through 
a  call  to  a  member  of  the  Washing- 
ton Police  whom  he  knew  well,  and 
within  a  short  interval  Lieutenant 
Madison  joined  them  in  the  hotel 
room.  Lieutenant  Madison  asked, 
"Now,  what's  this  all  about?" 

The  man,  whose  name  it  turned 
out  was  Norman  Wells,  sat  uncom- 
fortably in  a  plain-backed  chair 
with  the  police  officer  at  his  side. 
Mei  Wong  and  Sir  Ralph  sat  a  dis- 
tance from  them. 

"Now,  Mr.  Wells,"  the  officer 
said,  "just  what  were  you  doing  in 
Mrs.  Vincent  Barlow's  home?" 

"I  came  to  get  the  jade  figure," 
Wells  said  uneasily.  "She  promised 
it  to  me.  We  used  to  be  friends." 

The  officer's  eyebrows  raised. 
"She  was  giving  you  this  valuable 
piece?" 

The  man  in  the  chair  hunched 
uncomfortably.  "I  asked  her  for  a 
loan.  She  was  short  of  money  and 
suggested  I  take  this.  It  was 
wrapped  and  waiting  for  me  on  her 
table  when  I  found  her." 

"And  you  ask  us  to  believe  you 
weren't  responsible  for  her  violent 
death?" 

"I  didn't  do  a  thing  and  I  didn't 
break  into  the  apartment,"  the  man 
said  in  a  whining  voice.  "I  went 
there  on  her  invitation.  The  door 
was  ajar  so  I  walked  straight  ins 
I  didn't  see  her  lying  there  on  the 
floor  at  first.  But  when  I  did,  it 
didn't  take  a  second  look  to  know 
she  was  finished."  He  paused,  re- 
calling the  horror  of  the  moment. 
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"We  don't  need  particulars  just 
now,"  Lieutenant  Madison  told 
him  with  harsh  brusqueness.  "It 
appears  to  be  a  straight  case  of 
forced  entry  and  homicide.  Unless 
you  can  offer  a  good  story  I'll  have 
to  book  you." 

"But  I'm  not  guilty!"  the  sallow 
man  protested.  "I'll  admit  I've  been 
blackmailing  her,  but  I  wouldn't 
kill  anyone!" 

"Blackmailing  her?"  The  police 
officer  glanced  across  at  Mei  Wong 
and  Sir  Ralph. 

"Yes,"  the  sallow  man  looked 
down  at  the  crimson  carpet,  an  un- 
happy expression  on  his  face.  "She's 
been  giving  me  money  ever  since 
her  husband  died.  Lately  she's  been 
hard  up  and  when  I  asked  for  cash 
tonight  she  said  she  hadn't  any." 

"I  see,"  the  Lieutenant  said 
grimly.  "You've  been  blackmailing 
her  for  several  years  and  when  she 
refused  to  give  you  any  more  money 
you  killed  her  and  took  this  jade 
figure!" 

"You're  all  wrong  about  that," 
Wells  argued.  "She  told  me  she'd 
give  me  the  figure  in  place  of  cash 
and  I  could  sell  it  to  him!"  He 
pointed  to  Mei  Wong.  "Said  he  was 
visiting  here  and  would  be  sure  to 
want  it!" 

Lieutenant  Madison  looked  at 
the  man  in  the  chair  sternly.  "What 
did  you  know  about  the  lady  that 
gave  you  power  to  blackmail  her?" 

He  shrugged.  "Her  husband  was 
married  to  a  girl  I  knew,  years  ago. 
They  were  separated  and  then  he 
met  Mrs.  Barlow  in  England  and 
married  her.  After  he  died  I  went  to 
Mrs.  Barlow  and  told  her  the  first 
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wife  was  still  alive.  That  her  hus- 
band had  been  a  bigamist  and  I'd 
tell  the  story  to  the  papers  if  she 
didn't   pay   me    off." 

"Is  the  story  true?"  the  officer 
asked. 

"Only  the  part  about  him  having 
been  married  before,"  the  man  said. 
"For  some  reason  he  didn't  tell  her 
about  his  first  wife.  And  so  she  was 
quick  to  believe  my  story  that  his 
first  wife  was  still  alive."  He  paused. 
"Truth  is,  his  first  wife  died  in  the 
Midwest  before  he  married  the 
second  time." 

Mei  Wong  gave  the  Washington 
policeman  a  knowing  glance.  Then 
the  old  art  dealer  spoke  softly,  "So 
you  really  had  no  malicious  story 
to  give  the  newspapers  after  all?" 

"All  right,"  Wells  said  miserably, 
"I'll  admit  it.  I  did  lie  and  cheat 
her.  But  I  didn't  kill  her  and  that's 
the  truth!" 

The  Lieutenant  sighed.  "I  have 
your  complete  statement,"  he  said 
closing  his  small  black  book.  "I'll 
have  to  take  you  to  police  head- 
quarters and  charge  you." 

The  sallow  man  looked  at  him, 
aghast.  "Charge  me!  Charge  me 
with  murder?" 

Mei  Wong  had  risen.  Now  he 
came  across  to  face  the  thin  man. 
"Not  with  murder,  Mr.  Wells.  But 
for  blackmail.  Mrs.  Barlow  herself 
will  prefer  the  charge.  You  have 
made  a  rather  complete  confession." 

"What  is  this?"  Wells  stared  at 
him  in  bewilderment.  "How  can  a 
dead  woman  prefer  charges  against 
me?" 

"Simpler  than  you  might  think," 
Mei  Wong  said  calmly.   "When  I 


arrived  in  Washington,  Mrs.  Barlow 
came  to  me  with  her  problem.  She 
was  weary  of  being  blackmailed  and 
suspected  the  truth.  I  arranged  a 
charade  to  confuse  you.  I  had  the 
good  lady  pretend  to  be  her  own 
corpse  counting  on  your  fear  to 
blind  your  eyes  to  the  deception. 
I  was  fairly  sure  you'd  follow  in- 
structions and  come  to  me  to  try 
and  raise  cash  on  the  figure  left 
out  for  you.  After  that  it  was  just 
a  matter  of  leading  you  on ! "        ■  ■ 


"I  did  not  call  you  a  perfect  idiot.  Nobody's 
perfect." — Look. 


"At  first  things  may  be  rough.  We'll  have 
to  get  along  with  a  compact  car,  a  black- 
and-white  TV,  a  hi-fi  instead  of  a  stereo, 
an  8-room  bungalow. . ." 
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By  David  W.  Plank 


EVERY  YOUNG  man  as  he  ap- 
proaches graduation  from  high 
school  faces  the  big  question  of 
what  to  do  next.  In  view  of  the 
continuing  crisis  around  the  world 
and  the  dangers  which  constantly 
face  us,  this  question  has  been 
already  largely  answered  for  you. 
Draft  boards  are  taking  a  close  look 
at  every  healthy  young  man  of 
normal  intelligence  under  25;  they 
are  being  pressed  to  meet  their 
assigned  quota.  So  it  is  highly 
probable  you  will  receive  a  greeting 
from  Uncle  Sam— sometime  in  your 
late  'teens  or  in  your  early  twenties. 

For  a  while  you  may  go  to  work, 
or  you  may  go  on  to  school,  but  with 
your  vocational  planning  it  would 
be  unwise  to  forget  that  you  will 
be  called  upon  to  do  your  stint  in 
the  military,  either  the  Army,  the 
Air  Force,  the  Navy,  the  Coast 
Guard,  or  the  Marines. 

This  fact  brings  up  a  lot  of  ques- 
tions. Should  you  wait  for  the  draft 


or  enlist?  You  have  a  six-year  active 
and  reserve  military  obligation. 
Can  those  six  years  be  made  to  serve 
you  as  well  as  your  country?  What 
are  the  deferment  possibilities?  What 
happens  when  you  are  drafted? 

If  You  Are  Drafted 

If  you  are  drafted,  it  will  most 
likely  be  into  the  Army.  As  a 
draftee  you  are  required  to  serve 
two  years  active  duty  and  four 
years  in  the  reserve.  Upon  com- 
pletion of  active  duty  you  will  be 
assigned  as  a  ready  reservist  to  a 
Reserve  Unit  or  to  the  Army 
National  Guard.  This  duty  consists 
of  forty-eight  two-to-four  hour  drills 
a  year,  in  addition  to  two  weeks  of 
active  duty  each  summer.  For  this 
time  you  are  paid  according  to  your 
rate  on  a  prorated  basis. 

Once  you  have  completed  the 
ready  reserve  service  required,  you 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Standby 
Reserve.  In  this  status  no  duty  is 


41 


required.  However,  you  are  liable 
to  recall  in  case  of  a  national 
emergency  declared  by  Congress 
until  the  four  years  reserve  time 
are   completed. 

An  advantage  of  the  draft  is  that 
your  active  duty  ends  in  two  years, 
and  you're  a  civilian  again.  Its  dis- 
advantages are  that  you  waive  the 
choice  (1)  of  proportion  of  active  to 
reserve  duty;  (2)  to  see  the  world  as 
you  might  prefer;  and  (3)  to  be 
given  the  valuable  specialized  train- 
ing which  all  services  offer  those 
who  volunteer  and  qualify. 

Suppose  You  Enlist 

The  Army,  Air  Force,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  and  Coast  Guard 
will  accept  you  once  you  reach  17. 
The  six-year  period  of  obligated 
service  may  be  satisfied  by  various 
combinations  of  active  and  reserve 
duty.  The  length  of  active  duty  will 
depend  upon  the  program  you 
choose.  The  services  offer  a  great 
variety  of  attractive  programs,  some 
three  dozen  in  number.  For  example, 
the  Army  has  a  Graduate  Specialist 
Program  which  permits  you  to 
choose  from  among  107  classroom 
courses.  The  Navy's  Enlisted  Scien- 
tific Education  Program  provides 
a  four-year  college  education  at 
twenty-two  colleges. 

If  you  should  choose  to  make  the 
military  a  career,  the  various  serv- 
ices have  military  academies  which 
are  open  to  qualified  applicants. 
If  you  decide  upon  a  short-term 
active  duty  program,  then  you  must 
spend  the  remainder  of  your  six- 
year  commitment  in  the  Ready  Re- 
serve, making  the  usual  forty-eight 


drills  each  year,  and  the  two  weeks' 
summer  duty.  A  long-term  program 
exempts  you  from  such  reserve  duty. 
As  an  enlistee  you  may  have  the 
advantage  of  choosing  (1)  the  branch 
of  service  you  prefer,  (2)  the  time  of 
reporting,  (3)  the  part  of  the  world 
in  which  you  would  like  to  serve, 
(4)  the  specialized  training  you 
desire,  and  (5)  the  combination  of 
active  and  reserve  duty  that  fits 
your  civilian  plans. 

What  About  Deferment? 

Under  what  conditions  will  you 
qualify  to  be  deferred?  Deferments 
or  exemptions  are  granted  for  the 
following:  certain  physical  and  men- 
tal conditions;  sole  surviving  son; 
extreme  hardship  to  dependents; 
full-time  student;  a  person  engaged 
in  an  occupation  considered  by  his 
local  board  "essential  to  the  na- 
tional health,  safety,  or  interest"; 
or  if  you  are  a  conscientious  objec- 
tor as  defined  by  law. 

A  conscientious  objector  is  a  per- 
son who  because  of  religious  train- 
ing and  religious  beliefs  is  opposed 
to  either  serving  in  the  military  as 
a  combatant  bearing  arms  (Classi- 
fication: 1-A-O);  or  to  serving  in 
the  military  altogether  as  either  a 
combatant  or  non-combatant  (Clas- 
sification: 1-0).  The  non-combatant 
may  be  assigned  duty  in  the  medical 
corps.  In  the  second  case  two  years 
of  Alternate  Civilian  Service  in 
work  approved  by  your  draft  board 
is  required  (i.e.  civil  institutions, 
hospitals,  and  government  agencies). 

Should  you  request  deferment  as 
a  conscientious  objector?  Consult 
your  own  conscience.  Study  care- 
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fully  the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures. 
Talk  to  your  pastor  if  you  have 
doubts.  Be  totally  persuaded  in 
your  own  mind  before  you  decide 
your  course.  Your  right  of  con- 
science will  be  respected  by  your 
church  and  by  your  nation.  Many 
denominations  keep  a  registry  of 
conscientious  objectors. 

Keep  in  mind  that  your  draft 
classification  is  the  key  to  your  call 
to  obligated  service.  Make  certain 
your  draft  board  has  all  the  infor- 
mation which  will  enable  it  to  clas- 
sify you  correctly.  If  you  believe 
your  classification  is  unjust,  you 
may  appeal. 

Thus  you  may  wait  to  be  drafted, 
you  make  take  the  initiative  and 
enlist,  or  you  may  apply  for  a  de- 
ferment if  you  qualify.  To  be  sure, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  there  is 
a  period  of  military  service  in  your 
future!  Which  branch?  What  train- 
ing? Where  stationed?  How  long? 
These  are  the  variables  in  which  you 
have  a  voice. 

What  Is  Involved  in  Military  Service 

Let  us  now  take  a  broad  overview 
at  what  will  be  involved  for  you 
as  a  member  of  the  armed  forces. 

1.  You  will  be  making  a  contribu- 
tion to  America's  defense  of  peace 
and  freedom  in  the  world.  You  also 
will  be  making  an  investment  in 
preserving  the  noble  ideals  all  free 
men  cherish.  If  indeed  "the  cause 
of  freedom  is  the  cause  of  God,"  as 
Samuel  Bowles  said,  then  you  are 
on  the  right  side,  serving  in  an 
honorable  vocation,  discharging  a 
sacred  duty,  and  rendering  to  God  a 
faithful  account  of  your  stewardship 


of  life  He  has  given  you. 

2.  Military  service  abounds  with 
opportunities.  Here  are  just  a  few: 
specialized  education  and  voca- 
tional training;  worldwide  travel 
and  adventure;  fringe  benefits  such 
as  free  legal  assistance,  medical 
care,  and  commissary  and  exchange 
shopping  privileges;  and  character 
and  leadership  building  wherein  the 
armed  forces  strive  not  only  to 
enhance  skills,  but  to  build  better 
men,  improving  them  morally  and 
spiritually,  strengthening  and  rein- 
forcing integrity,  reliability,  moral 
courage,  ethical  standards,  loyalty, 
and  responsible  personal  conduct. 
.  3.  Military  service  offers  men  a 
sound  and  attractive  future.  There 
is  a  possibility  that  you  will  like 
being  a  serviceman,  and  stretch 
your  obligated  hitch  into  a  twenty 
or  thirty-year  career.  Retirement 
pay  is  generous,  and  the  privileges 
are  many.  God  can  as  surely  call 
you  to  serve  him  as  a  career  Army 
Radarman,  or  a  Navy  Submariner, 
as  he  can  call  you  to  be  a  minister, 
a  teacher,  or  a  plumber. 

4.  Serving  as  a  member  of  the 
armed  forces  can  be  a  permanently 
enriching  experience.  You'll  meet 
many  nice  people,  and  make  many 
wonderful  friends.  You'll  mature 
and  develop  so  that  when  you  are 
discharged  you  "should  be  better 
physically,  mentally,  and  morally 
than  when  you  enlisted,"  as -the 
Marine  Corps  Manual  reads.  For 
one  thing,  this  means  you'll  be 
highly  desired  by  many  employers. 
You'll  experience  firsthand  the  rare 
satisfaction  that  comes  from  con- 
tributing significantly   to   a   cause 
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greater  than  yourself.  Duty,  Honor, 
Country,  will  be  more  than  mere 
words.  They  will  become  incarnated 
within  you  as  you  match  the  de- 
votion they  require,  practice  the 
moral  law  which  is  their  code,  and 
make  sacrifices  which  they  summon. 
You'll  benefit  from  being  led  by 
men  of  maturity  and  wisdom  who 
will  consider  you  not  as  being  their 
inferior  or  servant,  but  more  as  their 
student  and  son  for  whom  they  have 
accepted  the  responsibility  to  de- 
velop, train,  and   elevate. 

5.  Lest  you  believe  that  the 
military  is  entirely  without  draw- 
back, let  me  point  out  there  are  moral 
dangers  involved  in  the  military. 
These  dangers  mostly  arise  from 
the  new  freedom  you  have.  In  the 
military  in  fact,  far  from  the  whole- 
some influence  of  home  and  parents, 
you  probably  will  be  more  free  to 
choose  between  good  and  evil  than 
at  any  other  time  in  your  life.  These 
are  a  few  pitfalls  of  which  you 
should  be  aware:  sexual  promiscuity; 
profanity;  harmful  personal  habits; 
readily  available  alcoholic  beverages 
and  the  accompanying  temptations 
and  perils;  homosexual  enticements; 
narcotics;  pornogaphy;  and  gam- 
bling. Civilian  life  is  not  without 
these  same  dangers.  However,  the 
increased  power  of  choice  that  you 
have  in  the  military,  and  other  con- 
siderations, make  them  more  haz- 
ardous. 

Will  you  stand  firm  in  the  face  of 
the  storms  that  such  dangers  will 
stir?  Or  will  you  bend  or  fall?  Will 
you  endure  these  dark  challenges 
to  your  Christian  convictions  and 
training?  It's  up  to  you!  You'll  be 


on  your  own.  Rely  upon  the  strength 
available  through  fellowship  with 
Christian  friends,  and  with  Jesus 
Christ.  No  doubt  you  have  a  Bible; 
read  it,  study  it,  live  it.  Engage  in 
prayer— private  and  public.  Attend 
chapel  or  church;  participate  in 
corporate  worship. 

What  you'll  be  when  you  come 
out  of  the  military  depends  on  you. 
If  you  enter  with  a  strong  Christian 
faith,  maintain  your  spiritual  bal- 
ance, and  are  faithful  in  your  Chris- 
tian discipleship,  you  will  emerge 
strong,  clean,  and  shining  on  dis- 
charge day.  You  will  experience 
the  truth  of  those  words  spoken  by 
General  John  J.  Pershing  of  World 
War  I:  "When  once  my  life  has 
been  placed  in  the  hollow  of  Christ's 
hand,  whatever  strikes  me  must 
strike  me  there,  and  this  will  keep 
me. ..."  So  make  every  possible 
spiritual  preparation  now  before 
you  exchange  your  civvies  for  a  uni- 
form. Register  a  decision  with  God 
that  by  his  enabling  grace  you  will 
diligently  serve  him  and  obey  him 
with  a  perfect  heart.  He  promises 
blessing,  prosperity,  and  success  if 
you  do. 

Personal  Problem  Areas 

Finally,  you  should  be  reminded 
of  several  areas  where  personal 
problems  may  arise.  Though  your 
freedom  of  moral  choice  is  increased, 
your  freedom  of  personal  action 
may  be  more  restricted.  You  cannot 
go  and  come  just  as  you  please. 
Your  hours  and  movements  will  be 
regulated.  The  clothing  you  wear 
will  not  entirely  be  your  first  choice. 
Conversation    will    be    limited    by 
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security  regulations.  You  must  be 
obedient  to  higher  authority  — to 
people  who  by  reason  of  their  supe- 
rior rank  or  power  of  command  can 
tell  you  what-to  do,  and  when  and 
how  to  do  it. 

The  military  demands  but  one 
response  to  duly  constituted  author- 
ity: obedience.  Absolute,  prompt, 
unquestioning.  Only  as  you  master 
yourself  here,  will  you  be  able  to 
master  and  lead  others.  Then,  too, 
there  may  be  extended  separations 
from  your  family  and  loved  ones 
on  occasion.  Your  income  to  begin 
with  may  require  you  to  modify 
your  spending  habits.  Plans  for  the 
future  must  be  held  in  abeyance. 
The  hours  you  work  may  be  long, 
the  working  conditions  punishing, 
and  the  companionship  less  than 
congenial  at  times.  You  can't  get 
away  from  people  as  often  as  you 
might  like.  If  you  serve  in  combat, 
the  ultimate  measure  of  your  devo- 
tion may  be  required.  For  in  the 
armed  forces  all  sacrifice  some.  But 
some  sacrifice  all. 

Will  there  be  dangers?  Problems? 
Yes.  These  and  more.  But  in  every 
danger,  in  every  problem  and  dif- 
ficulty, there  are  opportunities  to 
equal  your  powers:  to  grow  and  not 
wilt;  to  develop  vigorous  muscles 
and  courage  of  conviction,  of  forti- 
tude and  determination,  of  spirit 
and  emotion— opportunities  indeed 
for  greatness. 

To  serve  in  the  military  is  an 
honor,  a  privilege,  as  well  as  a  duty. 
In  it  is  a  wide  door  of  opportunity; 
it  may  be  an  enriching  experience 
for  which  you  will  always  be  grate- 
ful. If  you  keep  your   life   firmly 


coupled  to  Jesus  Christ,  it  will  also 
be  to  you  a  time  of  spiritual  growth 
and  blessing.  Thankful  you  will 
always  be  to  have  stood  guard  for 
liberty  and  peace,  justice  and  right- 
eousness, God  and  country,  at  a 
time  "when  wrong  comes  up  to  face 
us  everywhere."  Proud  you  will  be 
to  have  joined  that  great  and  glori- 
ous host  of  men-at-arms  who  from 
the  annals  of  America's  hallowed 
past  have  marched  forward  to  join 
the  world's  most  noble,  stainless 
men! 

Let  me  close  with  those  signifi- 
cant words  of  Abraham  Lincoln: 
"Having  thus  chosen  our  course 
without  guile,  and  with  pure  pur- 
pose, let  us  renew  our  trust  in  God, 
and  go  forward  without  fear,  and 
with  manly  hearts."  ■  ■ 


"I  did  not  bite  her.  I  just  tasted  to  see 
if  she  really  was  sugar  and  spice. . ." 
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A  lew  Look  at  the  Old  Morality 


By  Thomas  W.  Klewin 


LET'S  FACE  IT!  We're  in  the 
middle  of  a  social  and  moral 
revolution.  Old  standards  are  being 
challenged,  old  values  abandoned, 
traditional  beliefs  questioned,  and 
Christian  ethics  ignored. 

In  the  middle  of  these  changes 
are  the  challenges  to  the  funda- 
mental views  of  sex,  love,  and  mar- 
riage. In  the  place  of  the  long-held 
Christian  views  are  new  ones  which 
are  being  called  "the  new  morality." 

Traditional  Christian  morality 
assumed  marriage  was  lifelong  and 
unbreakable.  Once  you  entered  into 
marriage  through  a  Christian  church 
ceremony,  you  established  a  rela- 
tionship which  was  for  keeps.  It  was 
between  one  man  and  one  woman, 
and  sex  was  the  ultimate  expression 
of  that  close  personal  relationship. 

Furthermore  marriage  was  thought 
to  involve  a  public  pledge  of  com- 
mitment, mutually  exchanged.  Mar- 
riage wasn't  thought  of  as  a  private 


affair  of  interest  only  to  the  two 
persons  involved.  Sexual  union  was 
understood  as  a  symbol  of  a  respon- 
sibility not  only  to  each  other  but 
as  a  public  commitment  to  be  a  part 
of  a  responsible  community  and  to 
raise  the  children  who  were  the  result 
of  the  marriage  in  a  responsible 
manner,  answerable  both  to  God  and 
society.  In  traditional  morality,  sex 
was  more  than  a  private  matter. 

Sex  wasn't  an  expression  of  love 
only  (as  we  think  of  love  today), 
but  meant  fidelity,  a  pledge  of 
loyalty,  and  a  mutual  commitment. 
Love  was  assumed  to  be  a  character- 
istic not  only  of  marriage,  but  of  all 
life's  relationships. 

That's  the  old  view, .  the  tradi- 
tional Christian  approach  to  mar- 
riage and  sex.  It  linked  sex  with 
marriage  at  every  point  along  the 
way.  Marriage  without  sex,  and  sex 
without  rfrarriage  just  weren't  com- 
patible. 


Chaplain,   Lt    Col,   Thomas   W.    Klewin,    is    base    Chaplain,    Pease 
AFB,  N.  H. 
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TODAY  THIS  so-called  OLD 
VIEW  is  being  attacked  and 
challenged  on  colleges  campuses,  in 
Playboy  magazine,  and  by  some 
churchmen  who  feel  Christian  mor- 
ality must  be  "updated."  This  new 
morality  has  challenged  the  tradi- 
tional Christian  morality  precisely 
at  the  point  where  it  links  sex  with 
marriage. 

Spokesmen  for  the  new  morality 
insist  that  sex  be  broken  away  from 
its  context  in  marriage  and  be  al- 
lowed to  stand  on  its  own  right  and 
on  its  own  terms.  The  only  stipula- 
tion placed  on  it  by  those  within 
the  church  who  advocate  a  new 
morality  is  that  the  concept  of 
"love"  must  be  present. 

The  challenge  comes  at  a  time 
when,  and  in  a  great  measure  be- 
cause, the  three  traditional  argu- 
ments against  premarital  sex  and 
extramarital  affairs  have  been  largely 
overcome  by  modern  science. 

The  biological  sciences  have 
eliminated  two  — the  fear  of  preg- 
nancy and  the  fear  of  disease;  while 
the  social  sciences  have  dealt  with 
the  third— the  fear  of  public  dis- 
approval and  social  ostracism. 

Yet  the  three  are  still  with  us. 
Unwanted  pregnancies  are  at  an  all- 
time  high  as  is  VD,  especially  among 
young  people.  But  the  knowledge 
of  the  pill  and  the  availability  of 
penicillin  have  largely  eliminated 
fear  as  a  deterrent. 

This  means  the  old  arguments  for 
sexual  continence  are  largely  mean- 
ingless for  today  if  they  are  given 
in  a  frame  of  reference  to  those  three 
age-old  fears.  There's  a  good  ques- 
tion whether  they  were  ever  valid 


and  meaningful  arguments  based  as 
they  were  on  a  strictly  negative 
approach— fear. 

The  basic  Christian  views  on  sex 
haven't  changed  and  only  a  return 
to  the  truly  fundamental  Christian 
approach  to  sex  and  marriage  can 
provide  meaningful  answers  to  our 
modern  society.  For  the  Christian 
view  is  still  wonderfully  true  to  the 
human  situation,  realistic  as  to  real 
sexuality,  and  liberating  as  to  per- 
sonal wholeness. 


THE  FUNDAMENTAL  flaws 
and  weaknesses  of  the  new  mo- 
rality can  be  summarized  into  four 
basic  tenets  to  which  it  holds. 

The  first  is  the  argument  which 
says  "Sex  is  a  game,  like  tennis. 
As  long  as  no  one  gets  seriously 
hurt,  takes  it  seriously,  or  over- 
powers the  other  it's  all  right.  Why 
shouldn't  it  be  all  right  if  it's  fun 
and    stimulating    to    both?" 

It's  precisely  here  that  the  new 
morality  can  be  challenged.  Perhaps 
to  many  males  sex  is  just  a  game, 
but  few  females  would  call  it  that. 
There  is  a  vast  psychological  differ- 
ence between  male  and  female 
sexuality. 

Sex  is  one  thing  a  woman  takes 
seriously,  even  if  some  do  joke 
about  it  and  proclaim  a  "new  era 
for  the  women."  A  woman  must 
somehow  come  to  terms  with  a  life- 
long complex  of  physiological  and 
psychological  problems  and' resolve 
them  into  something  compatible 
with  her  basic  femininity. 

The  second  argument  says,  "Sex 
is  simply  satisfying  a  basic  drive, 
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an  appetite,  a  need.  So  why  not 
satisfy  it  just  as  we  do  our  other 
instinctual  drives?" 

There  is  a  measure  of  truth  in 
this  argument.  Modern  psychology 
has  taught  us  sex  is  an  important 
human  appetite,  and  it's  one  that 
pervades  every  other  aspect  of  our 
personhood.  But  then  the  Bible  has 
never  downgraded  the  beauty  of 
something  God  placed  into  man  — 
his  capacity  to  use  sex. 

Yet  there  is  a  wide  difference  in 
the  order  of  priority  and  the  manner 
in  which  basic  hungers  and  drives 
must  be  met  and  satisfied.  It's 
clearly  evident  sex  isn't  as  vital  a 
drive  as  hunger  or  thirst.  In  reality 
sex  isn't  as  important  as  the  need 
for  approval,  security,  and  affec- 
tion. Many  of  the  lonely  and  in- 
secure have  used  sex  in  a  vain 
attempt  to  find  love,  meaning,  and 
a  place  in  life  for  themselves.  God's 
order  has  sex  as  a  meaningful  ex- 
perience arise  from  a  relationship 
in  which  love,  affection,  and  mean- 
ing are  the  motivating  force  — in 
marriage. 

In  another  sense,  however,  sex  is 
more  important  than  any  of  the 
other  drives,  because  it  involves 
all  of  them  and  also  the  total  person; 
a  man's  maleness  and  a  woman's 
femaleness,  together  with  all  the 
responsibilities  and  commitments 
which  go  with  sharing  personality 
and  total  being  with  someone  else. 
Sex,  because  it  involves  the  total 
personality  and  integrity  of  the 
individual,  is  in  a  category  by  itself 
in  relationship  to  fulfillment. 

The  third  argument  maintains 
that  sex  is  just  simply  a  matter  of 


"getting-to-know-you."  A  young 
man  learns  a  girl's  address,  phone 
number,  and  the  story  of  her  life. 
In  the  same  way  he  comes  to  learn 
what  her  body  is  through  sexual 
relationships. 

There  is  a  biblical  insight  here. 
The  Old  Testament  speaks  of  sexual 
union  in  terms  of  "to  know."  We've 
even  kept  this  insight  in  our 
English  language,  for  we  speak  of 
sexual  intercourse,  and  use  the 
word  "intercourse"  which  implies 
communication.  Sex  does  involve  a 
mutual  sharing  of  meanings,  the 
mutual  revelation  of  secrets. 

That's  precisely  where  the  new 
morality  falters.  Knowledge  means 
power,  and  conversely  it  also  means 
vulnerability  to  the  one  whose 
secrets  are  revealed  in  the  sex  act. 
In  human  relationships  we  must  be 
careful  that  the  levels  of  knowledge 
are  appropriate  to  the  levels  of  re- 
lationships achieved,  or  else  we  can 
be  wounded  or  may  wound  someone 
else. 

There's  something  inappropriate 
and  inauthentic  in  "going  all  the 
way"  sexually,  while  going  only  "part 
way"  or  "no  way"  either  emotion- 
ally, intellectually,   or  spiritually. 

There  is  a  fourth  argument  ad- 
vanced by  the  new  morality,  and  it's 
summed  up  in  the  one  magic  word— 
LOVE.  Technically  this  is  a  biblical 
insight  and  some  of  the  new  theo- 
logians have  stressed  this  point. 
Sex  is  an  expression  of  love,  and 
the  Bible  is  full  of  references  which 
relate  Christ's  relationship  to  the 
church  in  terms  of  man's  with  a 
woman— but    always    within     the 
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context  of  marriage  — of  belonging 
together. 

The  sex  relationship  is  not  the 
ultimate  expression  of  love,  con- 
trary to  what  many  of  the  new 
morality  advocates  may  maintain. 
It  is  merely  an  outgrowth  of  a 
unique  kind  of  love  which  creates 
a  union  which  the  Bible  compares 
to  the  deepest  love  and  most  inti- 
mate union  ever  shown  — Christ's 
love  for  men. 

Love  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word 
involves  fidelity,  both  to  God  and 
to  men.  In  that  sense  sex  is  an 
expression  of  the  lifelong  fidelity 
between  a  man  and  a  woman.  That 
kind  of  a  love  expression  can  only 
transpire  within  the  marriage  re- 
lationship. 

Love  according  to  the  old  mo- 
rality, the  Christian  viewpoint, 
links  sex  with  marriage  and  within 
that  monogamous,  lifelong  union 
speaks  of  a  commitment  not  just 
to  a  series  of  sexual  adventures, 
but  to  a  sharing  of  each  other's  very 
being.  This  includes  the  weaknesses 
and  foibles  of  each  partner,  and  a 
love  outreach  which  goes  beyond 
faults,  and  changes  of  life  to  be 
inexorably  intertwined  in  the  life 
of  someone  else. 

Sex  is  a  commitment,  a  trust,  and 
the  end  product  of  a  love  that  con- 
tinues to  grow  within  the  marriage 
relationship.  That  makes  the  old 
morality  forever  new.  ■  ■ 


Framed  sign  on  wall  of  business  office 
in  New  York  City:  "Your  Salary  Increase 
Will  Become  Effective  as  Soon  as  You 
Do." 


SOLDIER  WRITING  HOME 

Do  not  grieve  that  I  am  over  here. 

Do  not  let  the  claw, 

The  rusty  claw  of  sorrow 

Tear  at  your  life. 

Take  joy  in  little  things, 

And  smile. 

So  that, 

When  I  return 

You'll  be  the  same 

As  when  I  went  away. 

Miss-me,  yes, 

Keep  my  place  in  your  heart  secure, 

And  keep  that  heart  uplifted 

As  you  wait  for  me. 

— Enola  Chamberlin 


"Look,  Mom!  (Come  on,  boy).  Look  what 
followed  me  home.  (Come  on  fella!)" 
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By  Haydn  Gilmore 


Mr.  Smart . . . 


Would  You  Believe? 


WORLD  famine  is  coming,  they 
say.  But  famine  is  nearly 
here  when  you  consider  faith.  There 
is  nothing  worse  than  being  short 
of  faith. 

The  quality  of  faith  is  not  strained 
if  it  has  a  strong  object.  Faith  in 
itself  is  worthless.  The  place  where 
faith  is  placed  is  the  important  thing. 

People  deplore  lack  of  faith.  We, 
the  people,  have  evolved,  in  fact, 
an  expression:  Would  you  believe? 
Some  feel  that  this  came  from  Max- 
well Smart  of  TV  fame.  I  have  a 
hunch  that  the  expression  started 
in  SE  Asia.  I  feel  that  the  TV  script- 
writers picked  the  phrase  out  of  use 
by  some  people. 

It  is  known  that  many,  if  not 
most,  expressions  of  slang  came  into 
being  from  the  people  of  the  mili- 
tary. We  had  better  not  go  into 
that,  but  there  is  one  phrase  that 
definitely  came  from  the  military  — 
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and  that  from  SE  Asia  if  you  please. 
It  has  not  been  documented,  but 
some  of  us  first  heard  the  phrase 
"Sorry  'bout  that!"  as  early  as  1961 
in  SE  Asia.  This  phrase  is  also  part 
of  the  coinage  of  the  TV  show 
mentioned. 

"Would  you  believe?"  had  its 
start,  I  feel,  in  the  military  expres- 
sion used  in  the  late  50's  and  early 
60's..."  "You  wouldn't  believe  it!" 
Those  times,  indeed,  had  some  un- 
usual breakthroughs  and  it  is  little 
wonder  that  men  often  said  to  each 
other,  "You'd  never  believe  it." 

But  now,  "Would  you  believe?" 
is  part  of  the  idiom.  I  have  heard 
grade-school  kids  use  this  phrase, 
high-school  students,  senior  military 
officers,  and  yes,  this  summer  I 
heard  a  full  professor  of  English 
at  Colorado  University  use  it. 

There  is  this  thing  about  faith. 
It  is  a  real  element  of  life,  and  we 


have  recognized  it  in  the  conven- 
tional:  "Would  you   believe?" 

At  the  PGA  Open  at  Columbine 
Country  Club  in  Denver  (1967) 
Arnold  Palmer  brought  down  the 
gallery  in  raucous  laughter.  It  seems 
"Arnie"  was  lined  up  for  a  putt  and 
the  gallery  was  absolutely  quiet. 
Just  then  some  ducks  in  a  nearby 
pond,  taking  advantage  of  the 
stillness,  began  to  quack  loudly. 
Palmer  laid  back  his  club  and  an- 
swered the  ducks  in  a  loud  voice, 
"I  don't  believe  it!"  The  crowd 
roared  at  this  hilarious  interchange 
during  a  golf  classic. 

Man  needs  faith  to  do  anything, 
and  he  knows  it. 

The  Time  Magazine  Cover  Story 
on  the  Russian  Yevgeny  Evtushenko 
quoted  the  poet  as  saying,  "I  sug- 
gest that  there  is  no  absolute  truth 
in  Russia  because  there  is  no  faith, 
and  faith  means  love,  and  there  is 
no  love." 

In  the  United  States  some  foresee 
a  day  when  the  United  States  will 
be  known  for  its  skepticism  (as 
much  as  it  had  been  known  for  its 
faith  in  the  past).  That  would  be 
a  sad  day.  Some  feel  an  era  of  un- 
belief is  already  upon  us.  The  New 
York  Times  columnist  James  Reston 
wrote  recently,  "...there  must  be 
faith,  and  this,  for  the  present,  is 
what  we  do  not  have." 

That  is,  we  "hope,"  not  true, 
for  we  Americans  have  something 
valid  to  believe.  And  the  people 
have  a  need  to  believe.  When  a 
vacuum  exists  in  the  faith  tube  — 
history  and  life  record  —  errors  have 
rushed  in. 

It   is   good   to    recognize    man's 


need  for  faith.  A  generation  that 
turns  from  faith  ends  up  skeptical, 
bitter,  and  in  despair.  (And  despair 
is  the  lack  of  t'hope,"  the  twin  sister 
of  faith.") 

Everything  man  does,  every  proj- 
ect man  undertakes,  is  based  on 
faith. 

Samuel  Johnson  wrote  about  dif- 
ficulties: "Nothing  at  all  will  be 
attempted,  if  all  possible  objections 
must  first  be  overcome." 

Someplace,  somewhere,  "some- 
body" has  got  to  believe  in  his 
vision  and  start  the  ball  rolling. 

AS  WE  SUGGESTED  at  the 
outset,  faith  must  have  a  solid 
object.  Faith  must  be  based  on 
truth,  objective  evidence,  and  reality. 

God  provides  evidence  in  the 
person  of  Christ  and  in  the  written 
Word  of  God.  We  take  it  by  faith, 
but  it  is  there  to  examine;  it  is  a 
body  of  history,  poetry,  biography, 
teaching,  and  communication  that 
cannot  be  resisted  if  it  is  known. 
There  are  facts  involved,  you  know, 
but  there  are  no  facts  large  enough 
or  numerous  enough  to  balance  God 
on  the  scale  of  evidence. 

It  is  like  two  people  arguing  about 
the  existence  of  air.  They  are 
breathing  as  they  talk. 

God  has  provided  the  evidence, 
but,  in  a  sense,  only  God  himself  is 
sufficient  witness  of  himself. 

John  Calvin  wrote  (in  The  In- 
stitutes of  the  Christian  Religion, 
Bk  I,  Chap  VII): 

For  as  God  alone  is  a  sufficient 
witness  of  himself  in  his  own  word, 
so  also  the  word  will  never  gain 
credit  in  the  hearts  of   men,   till   it 
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be  confirmed  by  the  internal  testi- 
mony of  the  Spirit.  It  is  necessary, 
therefore,  that  the  same  Spirit,  who 
spake,  by  the  mouth  of  the  proph- 
ets, should  penetrate  into  our  hearts, 
to  convince  us  that  they  faithfully 
delivered  the  oracles  which  were 
divinely   intrusted    to    them. 

Tertullian  (160-230  A.D.)  wrote: 

God  has  added  a  written  revelation 
for  the  help  of  every  person  set  on 
seeking  him,  that  seeking  he  may 
find,  and  finding  may  believe,  and 
believing  obey  . . .  Whoever  gives  ear 
will  find  God  in  them;  he  who  wants 
to  hear,  will  be  compelled  to  believe. 

If  Tertullian  seemed  too  eager 
to  believe,  think  about  Erasmus 
(1466-1536)  who  had  no  axe  to 
grind,  no  creed  to  defend.  In 
Erasmus's  Preface  to  (his  edition 
of)  the  Greek  New  Testament  he 
wrote: 

These  holy  pages  will  summon  up 
the  living  image  of  His  mind.  They 
will  give  you  Christ  Himself,  talk- 
ing, healing,  dying,  rising,  the  whole 
Christ  in  a  word;  they  will  give 
Him  to  you  in  an  intimacy  so  close 
that  He  would  be  less  visible  to  you 
if  He  stood  before  your  eyes .  t  .If 
the  footprints  of  Christ  are  shown 
us  in  any  place,  we  kneel  down  and 
adore  them.  Why  do  we  not  rather 
venerate  the  living  and  breathing 
picture  of  Him  in  these  books? 

The  Bible  does  not  need  defense 
so  much  as  it  needs  expression. 

Charles  Spurgeon  said,  "You 
don't  need  to  defend  a  lion,  just 
let  him  loose."  You  do  not  need 
to  reason  the  ability  of  the  Balti- 
more Colts.  Get  out  on  the  field 
and  try  to  run  against  them  (or 
keep  them   from   scoring).    As   St. 


Paul  would  say,  "I  speak  as  a  fan." 

"We  conclude  that  faith  is  awak- 
ened by  the  message,  and  the  mes- 
sage that  awakens  it  comes  through 
the  word  of  Christ"  (Rom.  10:17 
NEB). 

Old  Testament  words  for  "to 
believe"  are  "to  roll  upon,"  "to 
flee  for  refuge  to,"  and  "to  lean 
upon."  The  New  Testament  word 
for  believe  is  closest  to  the  latter, 
for  in  the  New  Testament  the  word 
for  "faith"  is  often  translated  "to 
commit." 

"The  man  who  believes  God  is  he 
who,  having  received  a  revelation 
from  Him,  realizes  it,  and  acts  upon 
it  as  true"  (Girdlestone's  O.T. 
Synonyms). 

The  reason  why  the  Christian 
faith  is  acceptable,  valid,  attractive, 
and  true  is  because  it  is  centered  on 
Jesus  Christ.  Faith  derives  its 
quality  from  the  quality  of  its  object. 

When  we  say,  "Would  you  be- 
lieve?" in  1968  we  mean  to  use  the 
ultimate  in  a  world  of  "soft-sell." 

It  is  a  call  to  think  about  it  for 
awhile,  and  you  are  going  to  accept 
it.  Take  some  time  to  consider  it. 
"Would  you  believe?"  is  a  con- 
temporary "Come  now,  let  us 
reason  together."  (Lit.  Hebrew  of 
Isa.  1:18  is  "bring  to  the  light  for 
conviction.") 

"Some  came  running." 

In  Mark  10:17  "one  came  run- 
ning." Jesus  Christ,  if  he  is  known, 
puts  wings  on  the  feet  of  faith. 

It's  a  real  good  question.  "Would 
you  believe?"  ■  ■ 

Every  man  reaps  what  he  sows  except 
the  amateur   gardener. — G.    Yasenak. 
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'xMow  cJAy  'tJaifl  Was  Wetped  JAe 

in  tli6  (jUi^ito/ty 

FAITH  IS  something  that  I've  always  had;  but  since  I've  been 
in  the  service  it  has  risen  to  its  peak.  I  am  in  the  Marine  Corps 
stationed  in  Vietnam.  Over  here  you  just  have  to  have  faith  in  your 
heart  for  God.  Many  times  I  find  my  faith  leaving  me  when  we  are 
under  attack.  I  get  scared  but  then  I  say  a  prayer  and  the  Lord  puts 
his  guiding  hands  upon  me  and  protects  me  from  the  dangers.  Then 
my  faith  comes  back  to  my  heart. 

I  want  to  become  a  missionary  some  day  and  I'm  very  thankful 
that  the  Lord  has  chosen  me  to  lead  his  kind  of  life.  Faith  has  its 
power,  but  in  my  heart  I  also  believe  that  you  must  have  trust  and 
love  for  the  Lord;  if  everyone  would  remember  these  few  words,  this 
would  be  a  much  better  world. 

Ask,  and  you  will  receive;  seek,  and  you  will  find;  knock,  and  the 
door  will  be  opened  to  you.  For  everyone  who  asks  will  receive,  and 
he  who  seeks  will  find,  and  the  door  will  be  opened  to  him  who  knocks. 

For  I  asked  and  received.  I  sought  and  I  was  found,  and  I  knocked 
and  the  door  was  opened  unto  me.  I  thank  God  every  day  that  all 
these  things  were  given  unto  me. 

— PFC  Frank  J.  Bradosky,  Jr.  2337049,  U.S.M.C. 
S.U.2  Hq.  Bn.  M.  P.  Pit.  3rd  Mar.  Div.  F.M.F. 
F.P.O.  San  Francisco  96602 


THE  WILDERNESS  ROAD 

They  wrote  to  David  Livingstone  and  said, 

"Is  there  a  good  road  now  to  where  you  are 
In  Africa?  We  would  send  more  men  there; 

But  it  is  inaccessible  and  far." 
Then  Livingstone  replied,  "If  those  you  plan 

To  send  want  level  highways  and  a  load 
That  is  not  heavy,  let  them  stay  at  home. 

The  men  we  need  will  come  without  a  road." 
Although  there  is  no  road  that  I  can  see, 
I  still  would  say,  "Lord,  here  am  I.  Send  me!" 

— Dorothy  P.  Albaugh 
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Far 

Away 


in 


Vietnam 


TUSTIN,  Calif. -At  5:30  A.M., 
Mrs.  Virginia  Smith  was  roused 
from  a  deep  sleep  in  her  Tustin 
home  by  the  prolonged  ringing  of 
the  telephone. 

The  caller,  identifying  himself  as 
a  radio  ham  from  Virginia,  told  Mrs. 
Smith  he  had  her  son,  Army  PFC 
Sam  Smith  on  the  line  from  Viet- 
nam. 

"At  first  I  couldn't  really  grasp 
what  he  was  talking  about,"  Mrs. 
Smith  said.  "Sam  has  been  in  Viet- 
nam with  the  First  Infantry  Divis- 
ion since  July,  and  I  just  couldn't 
figure  out  what  he  was  doing  coming 
in  on  a  phone  call  from  Virginia— 
collect  yet." 

What  happened  was  that  Mrs. 
Smith,  attractive  executive  secre- 
tary of  the  Westminster  Chamber 
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Sue    Smith,    16,    and    her    mother, 
Virginia.  Voice  of  brother,  son, 
traveled  12,000  miles. 


of  Commerce,  was  one  of  an  esti- 
mated 50  countians  who  each  month 
receive  radio  ham  communications 
from  their  loved  ones  in  Vietnam. 
In  her  case,  dependency  on  the  sun 
refract  radio  waves  from  Southeast 
Asia  to  this  country  caused  her  call 
to  go  through  Virginia  where,  at 
8:30  the  sun  was  shining. 

According  to  Howard  Shepard, 
assistant  director  of  the  American 
Radio  Relay  League,  a  national 
organization  of  radio  hams,  "about 
4,000  calls  come  into   the   Pacific 


Coast  from  hams  in  Southeast  Asia 
each  month.  I  handle  about  1,000 
myself  in  that  time. 

"These  are  called  'phone  patches.' 
That  is,  a  radio  ham  in  Vietnam 
makes  contact  with  a  ham  in  the 
United  States  and  his  call  is  relayed 
(collect)  to  the  home  of  a  relative 
or  friend  of  the  GI  making  the  call. 

"There  are  quite  a  few  stations 
around  the  U.S.  that  meet  actively 
on  the  air  with  stations  at  various 
military  locations  in  Vietnam.  My 
particular  ones  are  the  hospital 
ships  Repose  and  Sanctuary." 

Shepard  said  there  are  about  50 
persons  on  the  Pacific  Coast  main- 
taining regular  schedules  with  hams 
in  Vietnam  and  hundreds  more  par- 
ticipating part-time. 

Shepard  added  that  these  calls 
are  initiated  by  the  servicemen 
themselves.  "So  if  anyone  in  Orange 
County  wants  to  hear  from  their 
loved  one  in  Vietnam,  they  should 
have  him  arrange  for  it  at  his  end. 
On  the  hospital  ships  they  tell  the 
wounded  of  this  service  and  give 
them  an  opportunity  to  sign  up." 

Shepard  pointed  out  there  is  no 
charge  for  the  Vietnam  to  United 
States  hookup.  "The  amateurs  at 
both  ends  are  volunteering  their 
services.  In  fact,  for  the  hams  at 
that  end,  it's  strictly  an  off-duty 
deal.  The  only  cost  involved  is  that 
of  a  collect  call  to  the  serviceman's 
home." 

Mrs.  Smith's  call  would  have 
been  much  cheaper  had  her  son 
managed  to  route  himself  through  a 
California  ham. 

"I'm  not  complaining,"  she  said. 
"It  was  really  worth   the    cost . . . 


I'll  start  worrying  when  I  get  the 
bill.  My  son  was  really  hungry  for 
news  of  his  friends  back  home." 

According  to  Shepard,  calls  are 
usually  limited  to  a  maximum  of  10 
minutes. 

What  of  the  quality? 

"Well,"  said  Mrs.  Smith,  "There 
was  a  little  static.  But  on  the  whole 
it  was  a  pretty  good  communica- 
tion, although  some  of  the  things 
he  said  had  to  be  repeated  by  the 
fellow  in  Virginia." 

Did  he  listen  in  on  her  call? 

"Oh,  yes,"  she  answered.  "He 
was  laughing  right  along  with  us. 
In  fact,  in  the  excitement,  I  forgot 
to  get  his  name.  But  I  did  have  the 
presence  of  mind  to  thank  him." 

Her  thanks  are  shared  by  many 
other  Orange  Countians  who,  with 
mothers  and  sweethearts  across  the 
nation,  have  been  reunited,  however 
briefly,  with  those  amateur  radio 
hams  on  the  battlefield,  thanks  to 
both  sides  of  the  Pacific.  ■  ■ 


THE  GOOD  IN  ME 

Oh,  I  would  like  to  find  a  way 

To  find  the  good  in  me  each  day, 

And  never  let  the  bad  appear 

Or  any  evil  thoughts  come  near; 

And  when  my  thoughts  are  not  at  ease, 

Then  I  would  like  to  try  to  please, 

And  for  the  things  that  are  unkind, 

Then  I  would  like  to  never  mind. 

If  I  could  find  the  good  in  me, 

And  let  the  bad  forever  be, 

Then  I  could  reach  the  goal  of  Love, 

And  I'd  be  blessed  by  God  above! 

— Lucie  June  Helmick 
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The  Fabulous  Dutch  Women 

MOST  of  you  readers  have  read  about  the  sports  exploits  of  the 
great  "Babe"  Zaharias.  She  was  considered  the  greatest  all- 
round  athlete  there  ever  was.  Have  you  ever  heard  or  read  about 
Fanny  Blankers-Koen? 

Fanny  was  a  Dutch  girl  who  was  considered  the  equal  to  Babe 
in  her  native  land.  As  a  youngster  she  loved  athletics  and  tried  swim- 
ming as  her  first  venture  in  sports.  In  her  first  swim  race  she  lost  and 
likewise  in  most  of  her  others.  It  didn't  take  her  long  to  realize  that 
the  water  was  no  place  for  her  to  gain  fame.  So  she  tried  her  talents 
on  land  — track  and  field.  It  was  not  difficult  here  for  the  flaxen-haired 
lass.  In  this  sport  she  was  so  fleet  of  foot  that  she  won  over  50  European 
track  and  field  championships. 

Her  big  event  came  in  1948.  It  was  during  the  Olympics  in 
England  that  Fanny  made  the  sports  pages  the  world  over.  At  this 
time  she  wasn't  a  girl,  she  was  thirty  years  old  and  the  mother  of  two 
children.  Although  she  was  an  all-around  athlete  she  decided  to  con- 
centrate on  track  only. 

Her  first  event  was  the  100-meter  sprint.  She  crossed  the  tape  at 
11.9  seconds.  Her  second  was  the  200-meter  dash.  She  led  all  the  way 
and  was  timed  at  24.4  seconds.  The  woman  from  Holland  had  won 
two  gold  medals.  Not  content  with  just  two,  she  also  took  the  80- 
meter  hurdle  race  in  11.2  seconds  for  a  world  record.  Fanny  had 
become  the  first  triple  winner  in  Olympic  history! 

A  true  champion  is  never  satisfied  with  her  laurels,  so  the  fabulous 
Dutch  female  entered  the  women's  400-meter  relay  race  as  the  anchor 
leg.  The  fans,  sensing  the  greatness  of  this  event,  were  pulling  ior 
the  great  athlete.  She  didn't  disappoint  them  either.  She  came 
through  with  flying  colors  to  again  cross  the  finish  line  first  in  the 
relay.  The  ovation  was  deafening!  The  incredible  Fanny  completed 
the  greatest  track  feat  ever  achieved  by  a  woman.  She  became  the 
first  woman  in  history  to  win  four  gold  medals  in  one  Olympic. 

— Mario  De  Marco 


This  Is  War!   by    David   Douglas   Duncan.    Bantam   Books,    Inc.    271    Madison 
Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  1967.  $1.45. 

A  photo-narrative  in  three  parts  about  the  Korean  War.  All  of  war's  essence 
is  caught  up  in  these  tremendous  pictures.  And  the  narrative  takes  the  place 
of  captions  and  make  the  photographs  meaningful. 
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Plea  for  Patience 

By  Henry  J.  Meade 


This  open  letter  to  Father  Meade's  parishoners  was  included 
in  one  of  the  Catholic  bulletins  at  Dover  Air  Force  Base. 


Dear  Folks: 

A  few  quick  and  "inspirational"  thoughts  for  the  coming  week. 

If,  after  a  family  tiff,  you  plan  to  whack  your  husband  with  a 
skillet  or  vice  versa,  it  is  not  necessary  to  notify  the  chapel  in  advance. 
Two  directions,  however,  can  be  taken:  First,  a  before-the-fact 
approach— the  air  police;  and  secondly,  an  after-the-fact  approach  — 
the  hospital. 

There  are  no  available  statistics  to  inform  us  as  to  whether 
husbands  and  wives  fight  more  now  than  in  the  past.  I  would  hope, 
of  course,  that  the  more  educated  and  the  more  mature  we  become,  a 
wiser  and  less  violent  course  of  action  be  followed  in  solving  marital 
difficulties. 

It  surely  cannot  be  said  that  two  people  — be  they  ever  so  close 
or  in  love  — can  always  be  free  of  misunderstanding.  Happily,  we  are 
human  and  there's  a  price  to  pay  for  everything.  For  us,  it  is  struggling 
to  overcome  our  weaknesses  and  the  weaknesses  of  our  loved  ones. 
Just  a  "wee"  bit  more  patience  and  a  touch  more  of  thoughtfulness 
could  keep  the  hospital,  the  air  police,  the  chaplains  and  your  home 
delightfully  tranquil. 

—Father  Meade 


Great  December  Issue 

That  was  a  great  December  issue  the  editors  put  together.  I  especially  liked 
the  articles  by  Malcolm  Boyd,  W.  Oates,  Robt.  L.  Short  and  the  one  by  Troutt 
about  J.  L.  Johnson.  I  met  Johnson  one  time  — the  reportage  is  true.  He  is  a  fireball 
of  dedication  and  drive. 

-Haydn  L.  Gilmore,  Chaplain,  12864  E.  30th  Ave.,  Aurora,  Colo.  80010. 
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lift  Ip  Moat  Heart 


Atheism  is  a  disease  of  the  soul  before  it  becomes  an  error  of  the 
understanding.  — Felix  Frankfurter  in  Wisdom. 

When  people  cease  to  be  indignant  at  wrong,  they  are  thereby 
committing  the  great  wrong.  — Robert  Hamill  in  Methodists  Make 

News. 

We  make  a  living  by  what  we  get,  but  we  make  a  life  by  what  we 
give.— Survey  Bulletin. 

What  the  mind  of  man  conceives,  his  hand  achieves.  —  Dun's 
Review. 

A  ship  is  safe  when  it  is  in  harbor.  But  that  is  not  what  ships  are 
for.— Alabama  Temperance  Alliance. 

Humility  is  the  ability  to  act  ashamed  when  you  tell  people  how 
wonderful  you  are.  — S.  Lee  Jackson  in  Look. 

"God  prefers  a  whole  heart,"  our  pastor  gently  told  us  Sunday. 
"But  he  will  accept  a  broken  one."  — Burton  Hillis  in  Better  Homes 
&  Gardens. 

To  live  with  fear  and  not  be  afraid  is  the  final  test  of  maturity. 

—  Edward  Weeks  in  Look. 

A  success  is  one  who  decided  to  succeed  — and  worked.  A  failure 
is  one  who  decided  to  succeed— and  wished.  A  decided  failure  is  one 
who  failed  to  decide  — and  waited.  — Wm  A.  Ward  in  Scandal  Sheet. 

A  wise  woman  puts  a  grain  of  sugar  into  everything  she  says  to  a 
man,  and  takes  a  grain  of  salt  with  everything  he  says  to  her. 

—  Carpenters  Friendly  Thoughts. 

If  you  can't  overlook  the  faults  of  others  you  are  not  very  far  up 
the  road  of  perfect  love  or  brotherly  kindness.  — W.  B.  Dunkum  in 
Albion  Church  Bulletin. 
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Brief  News  Items 


Number  3  or  Number  1  Killer? 

Facts  about  alcoholism.  It  is  now 
the  Number  3  killer  in  the  country 
(although  many  authorities  say 
Number  1  for  it  often  includes 
heart  disease,  mental  illness,  as  well 

as  highway    fatalities) Cirrhosis 

of  the  liver  (caused  by  alcohol)  is 
the  10th  highest  cause  of  death. 
. .  .One  out  of  every  3  arrests  is  for 
drunkenness. . .  .50  percent  of  all 
fatal  highway  accidents  have  alcohol 

as  a   causative   factor Industry 

is  reported  to  lose  $2  billion  an- 
nually as  a  result  of  problem  drink- 
ing. . .  .5  to  ll/2  million  persons  are 
afflicted  with  alcoholism. . .  .Several 
times  that  number  suffer  a  less 
acute  degree  of  problem  drinking. 
-NCI  Catalyst. 


Nuptials  During  Worship  Service 

The  congregation  of  the  Knox 
United  Church  in  British  Columbia 
looked  puzzled  when  the  organist 
began  playing  "Here  Comes  the 
Bride."  Some  thought  it  was  a  mis- 
take, but  down  the  aisle  came 
Margaret  Floyd,  20  years  old,  to 
exchange  vows  with  Richard  Arnett, 
23.  The  Rev.  H.  B.  Taylor,  pastor, 
said  he  had  been  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  incorporate  a  wed- 
ding into  the  regular  worship.  "We 


have  so  many  marriages  in  this 
church,  mostly  of  people  not  con- 
nected with  the  church.  Sometimes 
we  feel  we're  simply  carrying  out 
a  ritual  which  is  quite  unrelated 
to  the  total  worship  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  "—Reported  by  Robert 
Tate  Allan. 


On  Sun.,  Oct.  29,  1967,  following 
the  11  A.M.  Service,  LT  Peter  D. 
MacLean,  CHC,  USNR,  rector  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church,  St.  James, 
Long  Island,  received  the 
Conspicuous  Service  Cross  of  the 
state  of  New  York.  The  medal  was 
presented  on  behalf  of  Gov.  Nelson  A. 
Rockefeller  by  MG  Chas.  G. 
Stevenson,  USA  (Ret). 

The  award  went  to  Ch  MacLean 
for  his  work  as  a  Navy  chaplain  with 
the  3rd  Bn,  9th  Marines,  in  Vietnam  in 
1965  and  1966. 


Chaplain  (LTC)  Gordon  O. 
Gabram  "swears-in"  his  assistant 
PFC  Christopher  Polanski,  from 
Hicksville,  Long  Island,  N.Y.  for  3 
more  years  in  the  Army.  The 
reenlistment  NCO,  SFC  Pralago 
(left),  assisted  in  the  event.  After  the 
ceremony,  Polanski  received  orders 
to  report  to  the  Warrant  Officer 
Student  Class  at  the  basic  helicopter 
school  at  Ft  Wolters,  Texas.  Ch 
Gabram  and  Polanski  worked  in  Hq. 
10th  Aviation  Gp,  Ft  Banning,  Ga. 


Death  of  Cardinal  Spellman 

All  military  people  were  sadded 
by  the  sudden  death  of  Francis 
Cardinal  Spellman.  He  loved  our 
military  personnel,  visited  them, 
stood  by  them,  supported  their 
cause;  and  he  will  be  missed. 


"R  and  R"  in  Hawaii 

The  Topeka  Council  of  Churches 
has  published  a  letter  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Honolulu 
concerning  a  project  of  that  church 
in  serving  military  wives  who  go  to 
Hawaii  to  spend  the  Rest  and  Re- 
cuperation leaves  of  their  husbands 
with  them.  The  project  includes 
meeting  the  wives  at  the  airport 
with  a  real  Hawaiian  Aloha;  taking 
them  anywhere  they  wish  to  go; 
and  seeing  them  off  after  their  hus- 
bands have  gone  back  to  war. 

The  letter  adds  further  promises: 
Not  to  be  on  hand  when  the  hus- 
band arrives;  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  their  few  days  together; 
or  to  plan  their  R  and  R  for  them. 
Contact  Mrs.  Marion  Cantrell,  P.  O. 
Box  5336,  Honolulu,  Hawaii  96814. 


A  Two- Way  Goodwill  Ambassador 

Baptist  minister  Harlan  W. 
Stenger,  who  recently  returned  from 
a  three-year  tour  of  duty  as  Church 
World  Service  representative  in 
Ghana,  is  a  two-way  goodwill  am- 
bassador. In  Ghana,  he  witnessed 
to  the  concern  of  U.  S.  church 
members  for  Ghanaians,  distrib- 
uting food,  medicine,  seeds  and 
clothes  supplied  by  the  U.  S. 
churches. 

Then  when  he  returned  to  the 
U.  S.,  he  loaded  a  collection  of 
some  200  African  sculptures,  paint- 
ings, craft  objects,  fabrics  and 
musical  instruments  into  a  panel 
truck  and  visited  50  communities 
in  10  states  to  show  the  American 
people   something   of    the    African 
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culture.  12,000  adults   and   school 
children  saw  the  exhibit. 

U.  S.  Population 

On  November  20,  1967,  the  U.  S. 
Dept.  of  Commerce  computers  de- 
termined that  the  U.  S.  Population 
had  reached  200  million.  It  had 
taken  52  years  to  reach  the  second 
100  million,  more  than  twice  as 
fast  as  the  first  100  million. 

New  Ideas  to  Old  Situations 

Ever  since  the  Rev.  Young  C. 
Lee  was  appointed  to  the  Clarkdale- 
Jerome  Methodist  charge  in  1966, 
he  has  been  applying  new  ideas  to 
old  situations.  For  one  thing  Mr. 
Lee  and  his  laymen  have  put  their 
heads  together  in  what  appears  now 


to  be  a  successful  venture:  church 
sponsorship  of  high  school  football 
broadcasts.  The  cost  to  the  105- 
member  congregation  is  $40  a  week 
for  one-fourth  sponsorship  of  the 
play-by-play  report  of  the  games. 
Mr.  Lee  says  it  is  too  early  to 
assess  the  results;  but  in  the  first 
four  weeks  of  the  broadcasts,  nine 
new  families  took  their  place  in  the 
pews  of  Mr.  Lee's  church.  And 
many  people  have  commented  fa- 
vorably on  the  church's  new  ap- 
proach to  the  outsider. 

PHOTO  CREDITS 

Pages  5-8,  Stewarts,  Colo.  Springs; 
page  54,  The  Register,  Orange  County, 
Calif.;  pages   59-61,   U.S.   Army,   U.S. 

Navy. 


A  Protestant  Religious  Retreat  was  held  last  year  at  Gages  Lake, 
Wildwood,  111.  sponsored  by  the  45th  Art.  Bri.  (Air  Defense).  Retreatmaster 
was  Warren  Robbins  (left)  from  Plainfield.  Accompanying  him  and 
furnishing  music  were  Mrs.  Robbins  (2nd  from  left)  and  daughters  (1  to  r): 
Kathy,  Jan,  and  Becky. 


gtyr  Sfatk  (Eulmbwt 


SPRING  began  on  March  20,  but  April  brings  it  into  full  orb.  Three 
important  emphases  this  month:  (1)  EASTER,  Christ  arose,  the  death 
of  death  and  the  birth  of  life.  (2)  THE  CANCER  CRUSADE;  great  strides 
have  been  made  but  more  needs  to  be  done.  (3)  FREEDOM  SHRINE 
MONTH.  America's  heritage  of  freedom.  What  with  all  the  twiddle-twaddle 
of  empty-headed  hippies,  courageous  young  people  need  to  rededicate 
themselves  to  the  cause  of  freedom! 
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1  1.  All  fools'  day.  Dedicated  to  the  hippies. 

1  2-7.  National  Cherry  Blossom  Festival.  Washington,  D.  C. 

1  4-6.  Association  for  Cancer  Research  meets  in  New  York. 

1  6-October  6.  HemisFair  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Watch  for  details. 

1  6-13.  "Let's  Play  Ball"  Week.  A  new  season  begins. 

1  7-13.  Holy  Week. 

1  7.  Palm  Sunday. 

1  7-14.  Masters  Golf  Tournament.  Augusta,  Ga. 

1  9.  Winston  Churchill  Day.  On  this  day  Churchill  was  made  an  honorary 

citizen  of  the  U.  S. 

1  10.  Salvation  Army  Founder's  Day.  The  S.A.  began  in  London  in  1829. 

1  11.  Maundy  Thursday.  Also  International  Resistance  Movement  day. 

1  12.  Good  Friday. 

1  13.  Easter   Eve.    Also   Pesach,   or   Passover,    1st   day.   Also   Thomas 

Jefferson's  birthday.  Born  this  day  in  1743. 

1  14.  EASTER  SUNDAY. 

1  18-21.  North  Carolina  Azalea  Festival.  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

1  19-28.  Dogwood  Arts  Festival.  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

1  19-21.  International  Ski  Races.  Alpine  Tests.  Leysin,  Switzerland. 

1  19.  Pesach,  Passover,  7th  Day. 

1  20.  Pesach,  Passover,  last  day. 

1  21.  1st  Sunday  after  Easter. 

1  21-27.  National  Secretaries  Week. 

1  21-27.  Free  World  Friendship  Week.  Also  National  Library  Week. 

1  21-28.  National  YWCA  Week. 

1  21-27.  Youth  Temperance  Education  Week. 

1  23.  James  Buchanan's  birthday.  15th  President  of  the  U.  S.  Born  1791. 

1  27.  Ulysses  Grant's  birthday.  18th  President  of  the  U.  S.  Born  1822. 

1  28.  2nd  Sunday  after  Easter.  National  Christian  College  Day. 

1  28-May  4.  Canada -U.S.  Goodwill  Week. 


(DlACUAAW/L  K&lpA, 

THROUGHOUT  this  issue  of  THE  LINK,  you  will  find  four 
articles  prepared  not  only  for  individual  reading,  but  also  for 
group  discussion  and  lay  leaders'  helps. 

1.  How  Sacred  Are  Our  Vows?  (page  10) 

Biblical  Material:  Hebrews  8:10;  Judges  13:1  —  16:31 
What  are  the  common  ways  in  which  people  react  to  broken 
vows?  As  Christians  can  we  depend  merely  on  making  vows  as  all 
that  we  need  to  do  to  experience  an  effective  Christian  life?  It  pays 
in  many  ways  to  be  true  to  our  vows.  Is  this  the  only  reason  why 
we  should  be  faithful  to  them? 

2.  The  Mark  of  a  Christian  (page  22) 
Biblical  Material:  Romans  8:9 

In  your  own  words  define  a  Christian.  What  is  the  Christian's 
creed?  Why  should  a  Christian  belong  to  a  church?  What  is  meant 
by  the  new  birth?  To  what  extent  is  1  Corinthians  13  a  standard 
for  a  Christian?  What  was  the  Spirit  of  Christ? 

3.  The  Bible:  What  Is  It?  (page  30) 
Biblical  Material:  2  Timothy  3:16,  17 

What  is  the  Bible?  How  is  the  English  Bible  the  foundation 
of  our  Western  culture?  What  can  reading  the  Bible  do  for  us?  It 
has  been  said  we  should  do  three  things  with  the  Bible:  Read  it; 
study  it;  live  it.  Discuss  each  of  these.  How  is  the  best  way  to 
read  the  Bible? 

4.  A  New  Look  at  the  Old  Morality  (page  46) 

Biblical  Material:  Exodus  20:1-17;  1  Corinthians  6:12-20 
What  is  traditional  Christian  morality?  Where  does  this  come 

from?  Why  is  the  old  view   of  morality  being  challenged  today? 

What  are  the  beliefs  of  the  so-called  new  morality?  What  are  its 

dangers?  What  is  love  according  to  the  old  morality  and  according 

to  the  new? 


You  cannot  dream  yourself  into  a  character,  you  must  hammer 
and  forge  one  for  yourself.  —  Megiddo  Message. 
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Jefferson  by  Saul  K.  Padover.  The  New  American  Library,  Inc.,  P.  0.  Box  2310, 
Grand  Central  Station,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10017.  A  Mentor  Book.  1952.  60  cents. 

This  is  a  stirring  portrait  of  an  extraordinary  American  — Thomas  Jefferson— 
third  President  of  the  U.  S.,  architect  of  freedom  and  democracy.  It  is  an 
abridgement  of  Padover's  famous  biography. 

The  number  of  things  Jefferson  did,  or  knew  how  to  do,  still  astonishes. 
He  was  a  mathematician,  surveyor,  architect,  paleontologist,  prosodist,  lawyer, 
philosopher,  farmer,  fiddler  and  inventor. 

Apart  from  being  the  study  of  a  great  historic  figure,  Jefferson's  biography 
also  makes  good  reading  as  a  dramatic  story  of  an  exciting  life. 

Playing  the  Guitar  by  Dan  Morgan.  Bantam  Books,  Inc.,  271  Madison  Ave., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  10016.  1967.  $1.00. 

Believe  it  or  not,  you  can  teach  yourself  how  to  play  the  guitar.  As  Dan 
Morgan  says:  "It's  amazing  how  far  you  can  get  unaided,  if  you  have  the  right 
kind  of  pig-headedness."  Andres  Segovia,  great  guitarist,  states:  "I  have 
been  my  pupil  and  teacher." 

The  Unmaking  of  a  Mayor  by  William  F.  Buckley,  Jr.  Bantam  Books,  Inc.,  271 
Madison  Ave.,  New  York,  N.  Y.  1967.  95  cents. 

Buckley  did  not  become  mayor  of  New  York  City,  but  he  wrote  a  book. 
Through  this  book  he  attempts  to  controvert  controvertible  misrepresentations. 
The  result  is  a  lively  political  book  which  Buckley  must  have  enjoyed  writing 
and  you  will  enjoy  reading. 

Careers  and  Opportunities  in  Computer  Science  by  John  M.  Carroll.  E.  P. 
Dutton  &  Co.,  Inc.  201  Park  Ave.,  S.,  New  York,  N.  Y.   10003.   1967.  $3.95. 

This  book  sets  forth  in  readable  fashion  the  importance  of  the  computer 
in  today's  life;  but  also  it  points  the  reader  to  the  opportunities  offered  in 
this  science  to  those  interested  in  working  with  and  on  it. 

Out  to  Win.  Edited  by  Gary  Warner.  Moody  Press,  820  N.  LaSalle  St.,  Chicago, 
111.  60610. 

Outstanding  athletes  (among  them  Billy  Wade,  Carroll  Dale,  Gil  Dodds, 
Russ  Kemmerer)  witness  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "They  are  not  ashamed  of 
their  faith.  Athletics  is  their  pastime  but  Christ  is  their  life."  "The  athlete 
and  the  Christian  walk  parallel  roads  of  discipline,  courage,  sacrifice,  and 
physical  and  mental  training." 
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Sound  Off! 


(Continued  from  page  4) 


dence  came  about  because,  according  to  an  earlier  letter:  "I  attended  chapel  services 
here  at  the  base  for  the  first  time  last  Sunday,  and  I  don't  think  I'll  be  missing  any 
more  of  them  from  now  on."  Like  Curt's  letter  to  his  Mom  after  HE  attended 
church,  our  son  is  also  benefitting  from  a  new  spiritual  strength. 

What  a  blessing  it  is  to  know  that  THE  LINK  is  reaching  those  for  whom  it 
has  a  very  special  meaning  during  these  times. 

—  Mrs.  Walter  Wagner,  OCA— American  Consulate  General,  APO  New  York, 
N.Y.  09108. 

Goes  Like  Hot  Cakes 

Chaplain  Lynn  Cooper,  Sq.  Chaplain,  Destroyer  Sq.  132,  tells  me  that  your 
magazine,  THE  LINK,  goes  like  hot  cakes  in  Westpac.  Since  I  am  now  in  Westpac 
and  need  all  the  influence  for  good  that  I  can  obtain,  I  am  very  interested  in 
obtaining  THE  LINK. 

-LT  R.  R.  Helveston,  CHC,  USN,  Destroyer  Sq.  3,  Care  of  FPO,  San 
Francisco  96601 

Enter  My  Subscription  (music  to  our  ears) 

Enclosed  please  find  check  for  a  year's  subscription  to  THE  LINK.  A  friend 
of  mine  placed  a  copy  of  this  excellent  magazine  into  my  hands,  and  I  am  eager 
to  receive  further  copies. 

—  Victor  L.  Behnken,  Pres.,  Sou.  Calif.  Dist.,  The  Lutheran  Church,  Mo. 
Synod,  5400  E.  Pomona  Blvd.,  P.O.  Box  6880,  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  90022. 

Wants  THE  LINK 

Enclosed  please  find  check  in  the  amount  of  $3.00.  Would  you  please  see  that 
THE  LINK  is  mailed  to  our  office  for  a  period  of  one  year?  We  previously  received 
this  magazine,  but  have  not  for  several  months  now. 

—  Dick  Looney,  SD  Coordinator,  Servicemen's  Division,  Assemblies  of  God, 
1445  BoonviUe  Ave.,  Springfield,  Mo.  65802. 

Call  for  Free  Copies 

I  am  the  day  room  officer  for  a  newly  activated  company  here  at  Fort  Riley 
and  am  in  need  of  solid  religious  material  for  the  troops.  We  are  short  of  funds  and 
I  wondered  if  we  could  get  a  complimentary  subscription  to  THE  LINK.  I  would 
be  most  grateful  for  anything  you  could  do  for  us. 

—  2  Lt  Richard  H.  Wiedman,  740th  Supply  and  Service  Co.,  Fort  Riley,  Kansas. 
(We  get  many  requests  for  free  copies  of  THE  LINK.  Will  some  of  you  pick  up  the 
tab  for  requests  like  these?  We  have  to  pay  the  printer;  he  doesn't  print  the  magazine 
for  free.  —  Editor .) 
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"How   do   I  want  my  eggs   this 
morning,  Dear?" 


A  foreign  lady  concluded  her  visit 
to  the  U.  S.  and  was  making  prepa- 
rations to  return  to  her  homeland. 
She  was  looking  around  for  a  pres- 
ent for  her  family  and  turned  to 
consider  a  television  set. 

"Can't  you  buy  a  television  set 
in  your  country?"  a  friend  asked. 

"Oh,  yes,"  was  the  prompt  reply, 
"but  the  American  television  pro- 
grams are  so  much  better  than 
ours!"  —  Television   Age. 


Her  father  asked  his  prospective 
son-in-law  if  he  could  support  a 
family,  and  we  have  to  admire  the 
young  man's  answer.  "No,  sir,  I  was 
only  planning  to  support  the  daugh- 
ter. The  rest  of  you  will  have  to 
take  care  of  yourselves."  — Owen 
Arnold  in  Kiwanis  Magazine. 

A  first-grader's  mother  put  a  bowl 
of  hot  soup  in  front  of  him.  He 
halted  his  first  spoonful  in  mid-air 
and  examined  it  with  a  frown. 

"What's  the  matter?"  she  asked. 

"Alphabet  soup,"  he  snorted.  "Gee 
whiz,  can't  you  let  a  guy  forget  school 
for  a  minute?" —San ta  Fe  Magazine. 

Assigned  guard  duty,  a  Navy  re- 
cruit had  strict  orders  to  admit  no 
car  unless  it  bore  a  special  tag.  He 
stopped  a  car  carrying  a  high- 
ranking  officer,  who  instructed  his 
chauffeur:  "Drive  right  through." 

"Sorry,  sir,"  said  the  recruit  re- 
spectfully, "but  I'm  new  at  this.  Do 
I  shoot  you  or  the  driver?"  —  Ohio 
State  Sundial. 

"Do  you  believe  in  evolution?" 
"No,  sir.   Where   I    came    from 

doesn't  bother  me.  It's  where  I'm 

going."  —  Builders. 

An  elderly  man  entered  the 
hospital  for  treatment.  One  of  the 
first  meals  served  to  him  included 
a  bowl  of  quivering  gelatin  which 
he  refused  to  eat. 

Pressed  for  an  explanation,  he 
replied,  "I'm  not  going  to  eat  any- 
thing that's  more  nervous  than  I 
am."  —  Capper's  Weekly. 
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Garden  of  the  God's  Easter  Sunrise  Service.  Against  a  backdrop  of  three 
ses  players  re-enact  scenes  from  the  resurrection  story  in  pantomine  form. 


THE  EMPTY  TOMB 

"Not  here?  Then  where?" 
"Everywhere!  Seek  Him  not — 
But  go,  and  live  for  Him. 
Do  as  He  bade  thee. 

Give  as  He  gave — all. 
Serve  as  He  served — all. 
Teach  as  He  taught — all. 
Love  as  he  loved — all. 

Then  you  will  find  Him. 
Then  you  will  know  Him. 
Then  you  can  love  Him, 
As  He  loves  you!" 

— Pollyanna  Sedziol 


U.  S.  Army  Chaplain  School 
Library 


